
C O N G R E S S I O N A L  A C T I O N  O N  C I V I L

R I G H T S  L E G I S L A T I O N  

A N D  M E A S U R E S  O F  I N T E R E S T ,  

1 957 - 1960

1 9 5 7 F E B R U A R Y  4 ,  1 9 5 7

Subcommittee  No .  5  of  the  House  Judic ia ry

Committee  begins  hear ings  on  c iv i l  r ights .

After  hold ing  hear ings  on  c iv i l  r ights ,

Subcommittee  No .  5  of  the  House  Judic ia ry

Committee  approves  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  (H .R .  6127 )

and  sends  i t  to  the  fu l l  committee .

F E B R U A R Y  2 7 ,  1 9 5 7

House  cons iders  H .R .  7999 ,  ca l l ing  fo r  Alaska

statehood ,  and  sends  the  bi l l  to  the  House

Inter io r  and  Insu lar  Af fa i r s  Committee .

M A R C H  1 2 ,  1 9 5 7

House  Judic ia ry  Committee  reports  out  Civ i l

R ights  Bi l l  (H .R .  6127 )  and  sends  i t  to  the

House  Rules  Committee .

A P R I L  1 ,  1 9 5 7

House  defeats  ant i -segregat ion  amendment  to

hospi ta l  const ruct ion  bi l l  ( 12 /31 /57  report )

A P R I L  3 ,  1 9 5 7

House  Rules  Committee  sends  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l

(H .R .  6127 )  to  the  House  f loor .

M A Y  2 1 ,  1 9 5 7

House  s tar ts  debate  on  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  (H .R .

6127 )  (6 /7 /57  report )

J U N E  5 ,  1 9 5 7

House  Inter io r  and  Insu lar  Af fa i r s  Committee

reports  out  H .R .  7999  and  sends  i t  to  the  House

Rules  Committee .

M A Y  2 9 ,  1 9 5 7



J U N E  1 4 ,  1 9 5 7

House  defeats  ju ry  t r ia l  amendment  to  Civ i l  Rights

Bi l l  (H .  R .  6127 )  (9 /6 /57  report )

House  passes  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  (H .R .  6127 )

J U N E  1 8 ,  1 9 5 7

Senate  rece ives  the  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  (H .R .  6127 )  and

Senators  Paul  H .  Douglas  (D - I l l . )  and  Wil l iam  F .

Knowland  (R -Cal . )  plan  to  place  the  bi l l

immediate ly  on  the  Senate  ca lendar  (bypass ing

the  Senate  Judic ia ry  Committee )  where  i t  could  be

cal led  up  by  major i ty  vote  at  any  t ime .  When  a

mot ion  was  made  to  re fer  the  bi l l  to  the  Judic ia ry

Committee ,  Sen .   Knowland  objected ;  Sen .  Richard

B .  Russe l l ,  J r .  (D -Ga . )  ra i sed  a  point  of  order

aga inst  the  object ion ;  however ,  the  point  of  order

was  re jected  by  major i ty  vote  and  the  bi l l  was

placed  on  the  ca lendar  (9 /6 /57  report )

J U N E  2 0 ,  1 9 5 7   

Senate  proceeds  to  cons iderat ion  of  Civ i l  Rights

Bi l l  (H .R .  6127 )

J U L Y  1 6 ,  1 9 5 7

Senate  votes  to  remove  Part  I I I  f rom  H .R .  6127 ;

th i s  measure  ca l led  fo r  the  U .S .  Attorney

Genera l  to  in i t ia te  su i t s  seek ing  court

in junct ions  aga inst  anyone  who  depr ived  (or

was  about  to  depr ive )  any  person  of  any  c iv i l

r ight  (9 /6 /57  report )

A U G U S T  1 ,  1 9 5 7

Senate  approves  ju ry  t r ia l  amendment  to  H .R .

6127  (9 /6 /57  report ) .

A U G U S T  1 ,  1 9 5 7

House  defeats  ant i -segregat ion  amendment  to

school  bi l l  (H .R .  1 ) ;  the  bi l l  i t se l f  was

subsequent ly  k i l led  when  the  enact ing  c lause

was  s t ruck  ( 12 /31 /57  report )

J U L Y  2 5 ,  1 9 5 7



A U G U S T  7 ,  1 9 5 7
Senate  passes  amended  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  (H .R .  6127 )

and  returns  i t  to  the  House  fo r  concurrence  with

the  Senate  amendments  to  the  bi l l .

After  adding  on  a  subst i tute  ju ry - t r ia l  amendment

to  the  Senate  ju ry  t r ia l  amendments ,  House  passes

Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  (H .R .  6127 )  and  returns  i t  to  the

Senate  fo r  concurrence  with  the  House

amendment  to  the  bi l l .

A U G U S T  2 7 ,  1 9 5 7

1 9 5 8
Sen .  Douglas  in t roduces  S .  3257 ,  ent i t led  the  “Civ i l

R ights  Act  of  1958 . ”  (3 /6 /58  report )

F E B R U A R Y  1 0 ,  1 9 5 8

Sen .  Wil l iam  E .  Jenner  (R - Ind . )  in t roduces  S .  2646 ,

des igned  to  curb  the  power  of  the  Judic ia l  Branch ;

the  bi l l  i s  sent  to  the  Interna l  Secur i ty

Subcommittee  of  the  Senate  Judic ia ry  Committee

(3 /6 /58  report ) .

F E B R U A R Y  2 1 ,  1 9 5 8

Sen .  Strom  Thurmond  (D -S .C . ) ,  in  an  attempt  to

delay  the  f ina l  passage  of  the  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l ,

speaks  fo r  24  hours  and  18  minutes  without  help

f rom  any  other  Senate  member ,  set t ing  a  record

for  a  f i l ibuster .

A U G U S T  2 8 ,  1 9 5 7

Senate  passes  amended  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  (H .R .

6127¬)  (9 /6 /57  report )

A U G U S T  2 9 ,  1 9 5 7

Senate  conf i rms  Pres ident  Eisenhower ’s

nominat ion  of  the  s ix  members  of  the  U .S .  Civ i l

R ights  Commiss ion  (3 /6 /58  report ) .

M A R C H  4 ,  1 9 5 8

House  passes  Habeas  Corpus  bi l l  (H .R .  8361 )  and

sends  i t  to  the  Senate ,  where  i t  goes  to  the

Judic ia ry  Committee .  The  Subcommittee  on

Improvements  in  Judic ia l  Machinery  would

favorably  report  out  the  measure  and  send  i t  to

the  f loor  of  the  Senate  but  i t  did  not  come  up  fo r  a

vote  before  Congress  adjourned .  (9 /4 /58  report )

M A R C H  1 8 ,  1 9 5 8



M A R C H  3 1 ,  1 9 5 8

House  appropr iates  $750 ,000  fo r  the  operat ion  of

the  Commiss ion  on  Civ i l  Rights  (4 / 1 1 /58  report ) .

House  defeats  ant i -segregat ion  amendment  to  a

bi l l  extending  the  te rm  of  a  government  program

des igned  to  prov ide  f inanc ia l  a id  to  school

sys tems  car ry ing  the  burden  of  federa l  act iv i t ies

(H .R .  1 1378 )  (5 /9 /58  report )

A P R I L  2 3 ,  1 9 5 8

S .  2646 ,  with  an  amendment  by  Sen .  John  Marsha l l

But le r  (R -Md . )  propos ing  that  the  Supreme  Court

be  prohib i ted  f rom  rev iewing  s tate  bar  admiss ion

regulat ions ,  i s  favorably  reported  out  of  the  Senate

Judic ia ry  Committee  (5 /9 /58  report )

A P R I L  3 0 ,  1 9 5 8

Rep .  Cel le r  in t roduces  H .R .  12 1 16 ,  des igned  to  make

a  federa l  cr ime  the  t ransport  of  dynamite  and

other  explos ives  across  s tate  l ines  to  be  used  in

v io lat ing  s tate  or  federa l  l aws .   Sen .  John  F .

Kennedy  (D -Mass . )  in t roduces  S .  3917  in  the  Senate

as  a  companion  to  H .R .  12 1 16 ;  no  act ion  i s  taken  on

ei ther  measure  (6 /5 /58  report )

A P R I L  2 3 ,  1 9 5 8

Rep .  Cel le r  in t roduces  H .R .  10107 ,  des igned  to

restore  Part  I I I  of  the  1957  Civ i l  Rights  Act ,  and

H .R .  10672 ,  a  companion  bi l l  to  S .  3257  (6 /5 /58

report ) .  No  act ion  i s  taken  on  e i ther  measure .

A P R I L  3 0 ,  1 9 5 8

Senate  conf i rms  nominat ion  of  Gordon  M .  T i f fany

as  s ta f f  di rector ,  U .S .  Civ i l  Rights  Commiss ion .

M A Y  1 4 ,  1 9 5 8

House  agrees  to  a  motion  to  cons ider  H .R .  7999 ,

despi te  the  fact  that  the  Rules  Committee  had  not

granted  the  measure  a  ru le ;  Speaker  of  the  House

Sam  Rayburn  (D -Texas )  ru led  on  a  point  of  order

that  the  bi l l  qual i f ied  as  pr iv i leged  matter  under  a

House  ru le  permit t ing  bi l l s  to  admit  te r r i to r ies  to

statehood  s tatus  to  be  reported  di rect ly  to  the

f loor  without  approva l  f rom  the  Rules  Committee .

M A Y  2 1 ,  1 9 5 8



M A Y  2 8 ,  1 9 5 8
House  Judic ia ry  Committee  reports  out  H .R .  977 ,

des igned  to  permit  s tates  to  pass  ant i -sedi t ion

laws ,  thus  over turn ing  the  Nelson  case .

House  passes  H .R .  7999  and  sends  i t  to  the  Senate .

M A Y  2 8 ,  1 9 5 8

Senate  passes  H .R .  7999  and  sends  i t  to  Pres ident

E isenhower  who  s igned  i t  in to  l aw  Ju ly  7 .

J U N E  3 0 ,  1 9 5 8

House  passes  H .R .  1 1477— the  “Mal lory ”  bi l l—which

stated ,  among  other  th ings ,  that  confess ions  and

statements  aga inst  in terest ,  that  were  otherwise

admiss ib le ,  would  not  be  deemed  inadmiss ib le

due  to  unnecessary  delay  before  the  suspect  was

ar ra igned  and  was  in formed  of  his  r ight  to

counse l ;  th i s  was  a  response  to  the  U .S .  Supreme

Court ’s  decis ion  in  Mal lory  v .  United  States  (354  US

449 )  which   s tated  that  confess ions  obta ined

 before  the  suspect  was  ar ra igned  or  adv ised  of  his

r ights  v io lated  the  suspect ’s  r ight  to  due

J U L Y  2 ,  1 9 5 8

House  passes  H .R .  3  (af ter  amending  i t  with  H .R .

977 )  which  s tated  that  (a )  in  a  conf l ic t  between

federa l  and  s tate  leg i s la t ion  the  s tate  l aw  would

not  be  inva l id  unless  Congress  had  spec i f ica l l y

d i rected  that  the  federa l  government  had

preempted  the  f ie ld ,  and  (b )  permit ted  s tates  to

pass  ant i -sedi t ion  l aws .  The  bi l l ,  sponsored  by

Reps .  Howard  W .  Smith  (D -Va . )  and  Wil l iam  M .

Colmer  (D -Miss . ) ,  was  in  response  to  the  Supreme

Court  decis ions  in  Brown  v .  Board  of  Educat ion  of

Topeka  and  Pennsy lvan ia  v .  Nelson .

J U L Y  1 7 ,  1 9 5 8

Senate  Judic ia ry  Committee  approves  S .  654 ,  which

l ike  H .R .  977 ,  permit ted  s tates  to  pass  ant i -sedi t ion

laws ,  and  reports  i t  out  to  the  fu l l  Senate  f i ve  days

later .

A U G U S T  1 ,  1 9 5 8



A U G U S T  6 ,  1 9 5 8
Senate  passes  a  bi l l  (S .  1846 )  establ i sh ing  a

ter r i to r ia l  government  fo r  the  Dist r ic t  of  Columbia ,

ca l l ing  fo r  an  appointed  governor ,  a  non -vot ing

delegate  to  the  House  and  a  leg i s la t i ve  assembly .

Sent  to  the  House ,  the  bi l l  died  in  the  House

Dis t r ic t  of  Columbia  Committee .

Senate  conf i rms  W .  Wilson  White  as  U .S .  Ass i s tant

Attorney  Genera l  in  charge  of  the  Civ i l  Rights

Div i s ion  of  the  U .S .  Just ice  Department ;  he  had

been  in  the  pos i t ion  s ince  the  prev ious  December

under  an  in ter im  appointment   by  Pres ident

E isenhower ;  a l though  his  nominat ion  had  been

sent  to  the  Senate  Judic ia ry  Committee  in  January ,

the  conf i rmat ion  had  been  held  up  by  southern

Senators  due  to  his  hav ing  given  lega l  adv ice

concern ing  the  use  of  t roops  in  the  desegregat ion

of  Centra l  High  School  in  L i t t le  Rock ,  Arkansas

(9 /4 /58  report )

A U G U S T  1 8 ,  1 9 5 8

A U G U S T  2 1 ,  1 9 5 8

Senate  passes  H .R .  1 1477 .  (9 /4 /58  report )

A U G U S T  1 9 ,  1 9 5 8

Senate  tab les  S .  2646  (Jenner -But ler  bi l l )  which

was  of fered  as  an  f loor  amendment  to  H .R .  6789 ,  a

minor  court  bi l l  (9 /4 /58  report )

Senate  recommits  S .  654  to  the  Judic ia ry

Committee ,  essent ia l l y  k i l l ing  i t . .

A U G U S T  2 0 ,  1 9 5 8

Senate  adjourns  without  H .R .  1 1477  becoming  l aw

when  Sen .  John  A .  Carro l l  (D -Colo . )  ra i ses  a  point

of  order  aga inst  the  vers ion  of  the  bi l l  adopted  by

the  Conference  Committee ;  the  point  of  order  i s

susta ined  by  Vice -Pres ident  Nixon ,  then  pres id ing

over  the  Senate .  Since  the  point  of  order  was

made  at  4  AM  of  the  day  of  adjournment ,  no

fur ther  act ion  on  the  bi l l  could  be  taken  (9 /4 /58

report ) .

A U G U S T  2 3 ,  1 9 5 8



J A N U A R Y  1 7 ,  1 9 5 9

Sen .  Jacob  Jav i t s  (R -N .Y . ) ,  with  Sen .  Kenneth

Keat ing  (R -N .Y . )  and  four  others  in t roduces  S .  456

that  would  prov ide  the  Attorney  Genera l  with  the

power  to :  (a )  to  prosecute  a  c iv i l  proceeding  fo r  or

in  the  name  of  the  United  States  to  protect  the

r ights  of  persons  subject  to  or  threatened  with  loss

o f  the  r ight  of  equal  protect ion  of  the  l aws  by

reason  of  race ,  color ,  re l ig ion  or  nat iona l  or ig in .

Such  a  proceeding  could  be  ins t i tuted  upon  a

sworn  compla int  of  a  person  or  persons  unable

because  of  f inanc ia l  inabi l i t y  or  other  reason  to

prosecute  such  a  proceeding .  Such  a  proceeding

would  be  fo r  prevent ive  re l ie f  fo r  in junct ion  or

other  order  aga inst  any  person  act ing  under  color

o f  l aw  to  deny  equal  protect ion  of  the  l aws  or  any

one  conspi r ing  with  such  person ;  (b )  in i t ia te

prevent ive  proceedings  aga inst  anyone  conspi r ing

through  threats ,  v io lence ,  or  otherwise  to  hinder

duly  const i tuted  State  or  loca l  author i t ies  f rom

giv ing  or  secur ing  equal  protect ion  on  the  l aws .

Such  proceeding  could  be  ins t i tuted  upon  the

wr i t ten  request  of  the  of f ic ia l s ;  (c )  author ize  the

inst i tut ion  of  prevent ive  proceedings  without  the

requi rement  of  exhaust ion  of  adminis t rat i ve

remedies  (2 /5 /59  report ) .

J A N U A R Y  2 2 ,  1 9 5 9

Rep .  Cel le r  proposes  H .R .  3147 ,  that ,  among  other

th ings ,  inc luded  Part  I I I  of  the  1957  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l

(el iminated  f rom  that  bi l l ) ,  that  author ized  the

U .S .  Attorney  Genera l  to  f i le  c iv i l  su i t s  seek ing

court  in junct ions  aga inst  depr ivat ion  of  any  c iv i l

r ight  (7 / 10 /59  report )

J A N U A R Y  2 4 ,  1 9 5 9
Senate  cons iders  S .  50 ,  the  Hawai i  Statehood  bi l l

and  sends  i t  to  the  Senate  Inter io r  and  Insu lar

Af fa i r s  Committee .

1 9 5 9



J A N U A R Y  3 0 ,  1 9 5 9

Senate  Major i ty  Leader  Lyndon  B .  Johnson  (D -Tex . )

in t roduced  S .  499  that  featured :  (a )  an  ant i -

bombing  prov i s ion ;  (b )  extens ion  of  the  U .S .  Civ i l

R ights  Commiss ion ;  (c )  a  grant  of  subpoena  powers

to  the  Just ice  Department  in  invest igat ions  of

vot ing  r ights  cases ;  and  (d )  the  establ i shment  of  a

Federa l  Community  Relat ions  Serv ice  to  ass i s t  in

the  reso lut ion  and  conc i l ia t ion  of  disputes  over

segregat ion  and  in tegrat ion  (2 /5 /59  report ) .

Sen .  Douglas ,  with  s ix teen  other  Senators  in  a  show

of  bipar t i san  support ,  in t roduces  S .  810  which  was

des igned  to :  (a )  prov ide  the  federa l  government

with  the  author i ty  to  deve lop  and  enforce ,  through

the  courts ,  school  desegregat ion  programs ;  (b )

res tore  Part  I I I  of  the  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  of  1957  (see

above ) ;  (c )  author ize  the  secretary  of  Heal th ,

Educat ion  and  Wel fare  (HEW )  to  prov ide  grants  to

communit ies  where  desegregat ion  was  in  progress

and  to  (d )  persuade  s tate  and  loca l  communit ies  to

commence  desegregat ion .  Should  that  be

determined  to  be  an  imposs ib i l i t y ,  the  secretary  of

HEW  would  have  the  author i ty  to  prepare  a

tentat i ve  desegregat ion  plan  (ut i l i z ing  the  adv ice

and  ass i s tance  of  loca l  organizat ions ,  of f ic ia l s  and

ci t izens ) ,  and ,  should  that  plan  not  be  acceptable ,

to  hold  hear ings  in  order  to  deve lop  a  more

acceptable  plan  (2 /5 /59  report ) .

J A N U A R Y  3 0 ,  1 9 5 9



F E B R U A R Y  5 ,  1 9 5 9

The  Eisenhower  adminis t rat ion  submit ted  to

Congress  through  Senate  Minor i ty  Leader  Sen .

Everet t  M .  Dirksen  (R - I l l . )  and  Sen .  Barry  Goldwater

(R -Ar iz . )  a  seven  point  program  request ing :  (a )  an

ant i -mob  bi l l ,  making  in ter fe rence  with  the  a

federa l  court  school  desegregat ion  order  a  federa l

c r ime  (S .  955 ) ;  (b )  an  ant i -bombing  bi l l ,  making  i t  a

federa l  cr ime  to  cross  s tate  l ines  to  avo id

prosecut ion  fo r  bombing  a  school  or  church  (S .

956 ) ;  (c )  a  bi l l  author iz ing  the  Just ice  Department

to  be  able  to  inspect  vot ing  records  and  requi r ing

the  preservat ion  of  those  records  (S .  957 ) ;  (d )

extending  the  l i fe  of  the  U .S .  Civ i l  Rights

Commiss ion  (S .  960 ) ;  (e )  a  bi l l  to  give  s tatutory

author i ty  to  the  Pres ident ’s  Committee  on

Government  Contracts  (S .  942 ) ;  ( f )  a  bi l l

author iz ing  l imi ted  f inanc ia l  a id  to  areas  faced

with  school  desegregat ion  problems  (S .  958 ) ;  and

(g )  prov i s ion  of  emergency  school ing  fo r  the

chi ldren  of  armed  fo rces  personnel  in  the  event

that  publ ic  schools  were  c losed  due  to  in tegrat ion

disputes  (S .  959 )  (2 /5 /59  report ) .

The  Eisenhower  Adminis t rat ion  c iv i l  r ights  program

noted  above  was  submit ted  to  the  House  through

Rep .  Wil l iam  M .  McCul loch  (R -Ohio )  as  H .R .  4457

(9 / 1 1 /59  report ) .

F E B R U A R Y  1 2 ,  1 9 5 9

Senate  passes  S .  50  and  sends  i t  to  the  House .

M A R C H  1 1 ,  1 9 5 9

House  passes  S .  50  and  sends  i t  to  Pres ident

E isenhower  who  s igns  i t  in to  l aw  on  March  18 .

M A R C H  1 2 ,  1 9 5 9

The  Interna l  Secur i ty  Subcommittee  of  the  Senate

Judic ia ry  Committee  begins  hear ings  on  a  number

of  in terna l  secur i ty  bi l l s  inc luding  S .  3 ,  the  Senate

counterpar t  of  H .R .  3 ;  none  of  the  preempt ion  bi l l s

would  be  reported  to  the  Senate .

A P R I L  2 0 ,  1 9 5 9



A P R I L  3 0 ,  1 9 5 9

Sen .  Phi l ip  A .  Hart  (D -Mich . )  in t roduces  S .  1848

des igned  to  out law  l ynching .

Sen .  Hubert  H .  Humphrey ,  J r .  (D -Minn . )  in t roduces

seven  pieces  of  proposed  leg i s la t ion :  S .  1997  (Ant i -

J im  Crow  Trave l ) ;  S .  1998  (Protect ion  fo r  Members  of

the  Armed  Serv ice ) ;  S .  1999  (FEPC  with  Enforcement

Powers ) ;  S .  2000  (Ant i -Pol l  Tax ) ;  S .  2001

(Strengthening  Civ i l  Rights  Statutes ) ;  S .  2002  (Ant i -

Peonage  Bi l l )  and  S .  2003  (Omnibus  Civ i l  Rights

Bi l l ) .   Eight  days  l a ter ,  he  in t roduced  S .  2041 ,

another  ant i - l ynching  l aw .  (6 /3 /59  report )

M A Y  1 4 ,  1 9 5 9

House  defeats  an  ant i -segregat ion  amendment  to

an  amendment  (H .R .  71 17 )  to  the  proposed  Hous ing

Act  of  1959  (H .R .  57 )  (6 /3 /59  report ) .

M A Y  2 0 ,  1 9 5 9

House  re jects  non -discr iminat ion  amendment  to

the  proposed  Hous ing  Act  of  1959  (H .R .  57 ) .

M A Y  2 1 ,  1 9 5 9

Sens .  Jav i t s  and  Frank  J .  Lausche  (D -Ohio )  present

an  amendment  to  S .  499— the  Johnson  Civ i l  Rights

b i l l— that  would  make  l ynching  a  federa l  cr ime .

M A Y  2 6 ,  1 9 5 9

House  Judic ia ry  Committee  reported  out  H .R .  3 ,  the

namesake  of  the  prev ious  year ’s  bi l l ;  th i s  bi l l ,  l i ke

i t s  predecessor ,  conta ined  a  genera l  preempt ion

l imitat ion  and  permit ted  s tates  to  pass  i t s  own

ant i -sedi t ion  l aws ,  revers ing  Pennsy lvan ia  v .  Nelson .

J U N E  2 ,  1 9 5 9

Subcommittee  No .  5  of  the  House  Judic ia ry

Committee  amended   H .R .  3147  by  jo in ing  i t  with

H .R .  4457  and  sent  the  amended  bi l l  to  the  fu l l

committee  (7 / 10 /59  report ) .

J U N E  1 7 ,  1 9 5 9

House  passes  H .R .  3 ,  however  i t  was  not  reported  to

the  Senate ;  S .  3 ,  i t s  Senate  counterpar t ,  died  in

committee

J U N E  2 4 ,  1 9 5 9



J U L Y  1 ,  1 9 5 9

H .R .  3147  was  favorably  reported  out  by

Subcommittee  No .  5  of  the  House  Judic ia ry

Committee  and  sent  to  the  fu l l  committee  (7 / 10 /59

report )

The  Const i tut iona l  Rights  Subcommittee  of  the

Senate  Judic ia ry  Committee  reported  S .  2391  to  the

fu l l  committee .  This  bi l l  would  have  requi red

preservat ion  of  vot ing  records  and  extended  the

U .S .  Civ i l  Rights  Commiss ion .

J U L Y  1 5 ,  1 9 5 9

Senate  passes  a  bi l l  (S .  1681 )  permit t ing  home  ru le

for  the  Dist r ic t  of  Columbia  and  sends  i t  to  the

House ,  where  no  act ion  was  taken .

J U L Y  1 5 ,  1 9 5 9

Senate  Judic ia ry  Committee  begins  cons iderat ion  of

S .  2391 ,  but  fa i led  to  report  i t  out  before

adjournment  on  September  15 .

A U G U S T  3 ,  1 9 5 9

House  Judic ia ry  Committee  takes  H .R .  3147 ,  deletes

Par t  I I I  prov i s ions  and  the  Eisenhower

adminis t rat ion ’s  prov i s ions  fo r  a id  to  areas

desegregat ing  schools  and  fo r  establ i shment  of  the

Commiss ion  on  Equal  Job  Opportuni ty ,  and  reports

out  the  amended  bi l l  as  H .R .  8601 ,  a  “c lean  bi l l ”  sent

to  the  House  Rules  Committee  (9 / 1 1 /59  report )

A U G U S T  2 0 ,  1 9 5 9

The  Senate  Judic ia ry  Const i tut iona l  Amendment

Subcommittee  approved  S .J .  Res .  126 ,  a  proposed

const i tut iona l  amendment  sponsored  by  Sen .

Spessard  L .  Hol land  (D -F la . ) ,  des igned  to  abol i sh  the

pol l  tax  and  other  property  qual i f i cat ions  fo r  vot ing

in  federa l  elect ions .   

S E P T E M B E R  2 ,  1 9 5 9

Rep .  Cel le r  f i les  a  motion  to  discharge  H .R .  8601

f rom  the  House  Rules  Committee ;  when  Congress

adjourned ,  there  were  over  a  hundred  s ignatures  on

the  discharge  pet i t ion  ( 12 /22 /59  report )

S E P T E M B E R  7 ,  1 9 5 9



S E P T E M B E R  8 ,  1 9 5 9

U .S .  Civ i l  Rights  Commiss ion  made  i t s  report  to  the

Pres ident  and  Congress .  The  Commiss ion  made

fourteen  recommendat ions  in  the  f ie ld  of  vot ing ,

educat ion  and  hous ing .  In  addi t ion ,  some  of  the

Commiss ioners ,  jo int l y  or  ind iv idua l l y ,  made

addi t iona l  recommendat ions  that  fa i led  to  secure

the  support  of  a  major i ty  of  the  Commiss ion

(9 / 1 1 /59  report ) .

Senate  approved  a  r ider  to  the  Mutual  Secur i ty

Program  appropr iat ion  bi l l  that  extended  the  te rm

of  the  U .S .  Civ i l  Rights  Commiss ion  to  November  8 ,

1961 ,  and  appropr iated  $500 ,000  fo r  f i sca l  year

1960 .  As  the  Commiss ion  was  scheduled  to  go  out

of  ex is tence  s ix ty  days  af ter  f i l ing  i t s  report ,  and

with  extens ion  leg i s la t ion  bott led  up  in  the  Senate

Judic ia ry  Committee ,  the  Senate  Appropr iat ions

Committee  attached  the  r ider  to  the  appropr iat ion

bi l l .  The  House  of  Representat i ves  approved  the

r ider  the  next  day  ( 12 /22 /59  report ) .

S E P T E M B E R  1 4 ,  1 9 5 9

Sen .  Jacob  Jav i t s  (R -N .Y . )  in t roduces  f i ve  c iv i l  r ights

b i l l s :  S .  2782 ,  amending  the  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l  of  1957 ;

S .  2783 ,  protect ing  the  r ight  to  vote ;  S .  2784 ,  ant i -

l ynching  leg i s la t ion ;  S .  2785 ,  ca l l ing  fo r  the

preservat ion  of  vot ing  records ;  and  S .  2786 ,  ca l l ing

for  federa l  in tervent ion  in  s i tuat ions  where  the

r ight  to  equal  protect ion  of  the  l aws  was  denied .  A

number  of  other  bi l l s ,  inc luding  S .  2535  and  H .R .

9318 ,  propose  the  use  of  federa l  reg i s t ra rs  to

guarantee  the  r ight  to  vote  ( 1 / 13 /60  report ) .

J A N U A R Y  1 1 ,  1 9 6 01 9 6 0



J A N U A R Y  2 6 ,  1 9 6 0
House  begins  cons iderat ion  of  H .R .  9452 ,

in t roduced  by  Rep .  Emanuel  Cel le r  (D -N .Y . )  ca l l ing

for  the  use  of  federa l  reg i s t ra rs  to  protect  vot ing

r ights ;  th i s  proposa l  was  recommended  by  the  Civ i l

R ights  Commiss ion  in  the i r  report  of  September  8 ,

1959  and  would  empower  the  Pres ident ,  in  va l id

cases  invo lv ing  s tate  reg i s t ra rs  who  re fused  to

reg is ter  otherwise  qual i f ied  voters  because  of  race ,

color ,  re l ig ion  or  nat iona l  or ig in ,  to  des ignate  a

federa l  of f icer  or  employee  to  reg i s ter  voters  unt i l

s tate  of f ic ia l s  were  ready  to  resume  the  task  on  a

nondiscr iminatory  bas i s ;  the  bi l l  i s  sent  to  the

Judic ia ry  Committee .

House  begins  cons iderat ion  of   H .R .  10035

( in t roduced  by  Rep .  Wil l iam  M .  McCul loch  (R -Ohio )

and  des igned  to  amend  H .R .  8601  and  the  1957  Civ i l

R ights  Act  by  inc luding  the  re feree  plan ,  f i r s t

announced  by  Attorney  Genera l  Wil l iam  P .  Rogers

on  January  26 ,  1960 ,  and  des igned  to  protect  vot ing

r ights  by  prov id ing  fo r  the  use  of  a  vot ing  re feree

appointed  by  a  federa l  court  in  areas  where  a

pattern  or  pract ice  of  discr iminat ion  ex is ted

because  of  race ,  color ,  re l ig ion  or  nat iona l  or ig in )—

and  sends  i t  to  the  Judic ia ry  Committee  (2 /5 /60

report )

J A N U A R Y  2 8 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  tab les  Senator  Jav i t s ’  proposa l  to  abol i sh

the  pol l  tax  through  an  act  of  Congress ;  the  Senate

subsequent ly  passed  three  proposed  const i tut iona l

amendments  (S .J .  Res .  39 )  des igned  to :  (a )  out law

the  pol l  tax  as  a  condi t ion  of  vot ing  in  federa l

e lect ions ;  (b )  prov ide  res idents  of  the  Dist r ic t  of

Columbia  the  r ight  to  vote  fo r  Pres ident  and  Vice

Pres ident  and  elect  a  delegate  to  the  House  of

Representat i ves ;  and  (c )  prov ide  the  governors  of

the  var ious  s tates  with  the  author i ty  to  f i l l

vacanc ies  in  the  House  should  more  than  hal f  of  i t s

membersh ip  be  k i l led  in  a  nuclear  attack  The  f i r s t

prov i s ion  of  S .J .  Res .  39  had  been  in t roduced  the

prev ious  year  as  S .J .  Res .  126  (2 /5 /60  report ) .  The

Senate  sends  S .J .  Res .  39  to  the  House  fo r

cons iderat ion ,  where  i t  i s  sent  to  the  House

Judic ia ry  Committee .

F E B R U A R Y  2 ,  1 9 6 0



F E B R U A R Y  2 ,  1 9 6 0
Senate  approves  S .  J .  Res .  126 ,  ca l l ing  fo r  the

abol i t ion  of  the  pol l  tax  through  const i tut iona l

amendment .

Senate  defeats  Sen .  Wayne  Morse  (D -Ore . ) ’s

amendment  to  school  const ruct ion  bi l l  (S .  8 )  that

would  have  prov ided  federa l  loans  fo r  pr ivate

schools  (2 /5 /60  report )

F E B R U A R Y  4 ,  1 9 6 0

House  Rules  Committee  begins  hold ing  hear ings  on

H .R .  8601  (2 /5 /60  report )

F E B R U A R Y  4 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  begins  cons iderat ion  of  H .R .  8315 ,  a  bi l l

propos ing  to  author ize  the  Secretary  of  the  Army  to

lease  an  unused  s t ructure  at  Fort  Crowder ,  Mo . ,  to

an  adjo in ing  munic ipa l i ty  fo r  use  as  a  publ ic  school

bui ld ing ;  Sen .  Lyndon  B .  Johnson  (D -Texas ) ,  the

Senate  Major i ty  Leader ,  inv i tes  members  of  the

Senate  to  add  c iv i l  r ights  amendments  to  i t ,  as  the

Judic ia ry  Committee  had  fa i led  to  report  out  any

c iv i l  r ights  leg i s la t ion  (3 / 12 /60  report ) .

F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  1 9 6 0

Sen .  Everet t  M .  Dirksen  (R - I l l . )  submits  a  c iv i l  r ights

amendment  to  H .R .  8315 .

F E B R U A R Y  1 5 ,  1 9 6 0

House  Rules  Committee  grants  H .R .  8601  a  ru le

cover ing  debate  on  the  bi l l .

F E B R U A R Y  1 8 ,  1 9 6 0

House  Rules  Committee  favorably  reports  H .R .  8601 ,

with  amendments .

F E B R U A R Y  2 3 ,  1 9 6 0

Speeches  f rom  southern  Senators  attack ing  c iv i l

r ights  turn  in to  a  f i l ibuster  that  goes  on  around  the

c lock  (3 / 12 /60  report )

F E B R U A R Y  2 9 ,  1 9 6 0

Rep .  McCul loch ,  af ter  tes t imony  in  Judic ia ry

Committee  hear ings  on  H .R .  10035  proposes  a

rev i sed  vers ion ,  ent i t led  H .R .  10625 ,  as  a

subst i tut ion  fo r  H .R .  10035 ,  and  as  an  amendment

to  H .R .  8601  and  the  1957  Civ i l  Rights  Act .

F E B R U A R Y  2 3 ,  1 9 6 0



M A R C H  8 ,  1 9 6 0
A  bipar t i san  group  of  Senators  of fer  a  pet i t ion  to

invoke  c loture  in  order  to  end  the  f i l ibuster

(3 / 12 /60  report ) .

Senate  defeats  attempt  to  invoke  c loture  under

Senate  Rule  XXI I  aga inst  ant i -c iv i l  r ights  f i l ibuster

(3 / 12 /60  report ) .

M A R C H  1 0 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  tab les  an  amendment  to  proposed  c iv i l

r ights  leg i s la t ion  des igned  to  give  the  Attorney

Genera l  the  power  to  seek  in junct ive  re l ie f  in  c iv i l

r ights  cases  ( “Part  I I I ”  f rom  the  1957  Civ i l  Rights  Act )

(3 / 12 /60  report )

M A R C H  1 0 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  passes  an  amendment  to  proposed  c iv i l

r ights  leg i s la t ion  reduc ing  the  penal ty  imposed  in

the  c iv i l  r ights  package  fo r  use  of  threats  or  fo rce  to

obst ruct  court  orders  in  school  desegregat ion  cases

f rom  a  f ine  of  $ 10 ,000  to  $ 1 ,000  and  j a i l  sentences

f rom  two  years  to  one  year ,  and  a lso  an  amendment

which  made  the  prov i s ion  apply  to  court  decis ions

other  than  those  in  school  cases .  When  th i s  l a t ter

amendment  was  approved ,  Sen .  Wayne  Morse  (D -

Ore . )  led  a  success fu l  move  to  s t r ike  out  the  ent i re

sect ion  on  a  motion  to  tab le .  The  motion  to  tab le

preva i led  49  to  35 (3 / 12 /60  report ) .

M A R C H  1 0 ,  1 9 6 0

House  begins  debate  on  H .  R .  8601  (3 / 12 /60  report ) .
M A R C H  1 0 ,  1 9 6 0

Rep .  Emanuel  Cel le r  (D -N .Y . )  of fers  an  amendment

that  would  have  establ i shed  a  permanent

Commiss ion  on  Equal  Job  Opportuni ty  Under

Government  Contracts  to  prevent  rac ia l

d i scr iminat ion  by  f i rms  granted  contracts  with  the

federa l  government .   Rep .  Howard  W .  Smith  (D -Va . )

ra i sed  a  point  of  order  that  the  prov i s ion  was  not

germane  to  H .R .  8601  and  he  was  susta ined  by  Rep .

Franc is  E .  Walter  (D -Pa . )  who  was  pres id ing .   Mr .

Cel le r  moved  to  appeal  Mr .  Walter ’s  ru l ing  to  the

House  membersh ip  and  Mr .  Walter  was  susta ined  by

a  s tanding  vote  of  157 -67  (4 /30 /60  report )

M A R C H  1 4 ,  1 9 6 0



M A R C H  1 5 ,  1 9 6 0
Rep .  Wil l iam  McCul loch  (R -Ohio )  proposes  H .R .

1 1 160 ,  which  i s  the  Eisenhower  adminis t rat ion ’s

proposa l  on  c iv i l  r ights  inc luding  the  re feree  plan

sponsored  by  Attorney  Genera l  Rogers  (4 /9 /60

report ) .

House  defeats  a  prov i s ion  permit t ing  court  re ferees

reg is ter  only  those  blacks  on  whose  behal f  a  su i t

had  been  brought  and  won  under  the  1957  Civ i l

R ights  Act  (4 /30 /60  report ) .

M A R C H  1 5 ,  1 9 6 0

House  approves  amendment  to  H .R .  8601  to  requi re

the  court  to  a l low  a  Negro  to  vote  prov i s iona l l y ,  i f

he  appl ied  to  the  re feree  20  or  more  days  before

the  elect ion ,  the  court  would  have  discret ion

(4 /30 /60  report ) .

M A R C H  1 6 ,  1 9 6 0

House  adds  H .R .  1 1 160— the  Eisenhower

adminis t rat ion ’s  c iv i l  r ights  proposa l ,  a long  with

Rep .  Cel le r ’s  amendment— to  H .R .  8601  as  an

amendment  (4 /30 /60  report ) .

M A R C H  2 2 ,  1 9 6 0

House  passes  Civ i l  Rights  Act  of  1960  (H .R .  8601 ) .
M A R C H  2 4 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  Judic ia ry  Committee  reports  out  H .R .  8601 ,

af ter  adding  amendments  to  i t ,  and  Senate  s tar ts

debate  on  i t .

M A R C H  3 0 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  tab les  a  prov i s ion  to  H .R .  8601  that  would

have  establ i shed  a  permanent  Commiss ion  on  Equal

Job  Opportuni ty  Under  Government  Contracts .

A P R I L  1 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  tab les  an  amendment  that  would  have

added  Part  I I I  (of  the  1957  Civ i l  Rights  Act )  to  H .R .

8601 .

A P R I L  4 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  tab les  an  amendment  to  H .R .  8601  that

would  have  a l lowed  the  Attorney  Genera l  to  enter

pr ivate  su i t s  fo r  school  desegregat ion .

A P R I L  4 ,  1 9 6 0



A P R I L  8 ,  1 9 6 0
Senate  passes  Civ i l  Rights  Act  of  1960  (H .R .  8601 )

After  the  House  Rules  Committee  c leared  H .R .  8601

for  House  concurrence  in  with  the  Senate ’s

amendments ,  the  whole  House ,  by  ro l l  ca l l  vote ,

agreed  to  the  amendments ,  thus  sending  the  bi l l  to

Pres ident  Eisenhower  fo r  his  s ignature .

A P R I L  2 9 ,  1 9 6 0

In  an  attempt  to  br ing  S .  1681 ,  the  D .C .  home  ru le

b i l l ,  to  the  House  f loor ,  supporters  gained  204  of

the  necessary  219  s ignatures  needed  on  a  pet i t ion

to  fo rce  the  House  Dist r ic t  of  Columbia  Committee

to  discharge  the  measure ,  but  were  unable  to  br ing

the  bi l l  to  the  f loor .

M A Y  1 7 ,  1 9 6 0   

House  adds  non -segregat ion  amendment  to  school

const ruct ion  bi l l  (H .R .  10128 ) ;  the  bi l l  was

subsequent ly  passed  (6 / 10 /60  report )

M A Y  2 6 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  passes  S .  16 17  which  prov ided  fo r  the

sur render  of  leg i s la t i ve  ju r i sd ict ion  to  the  s tates  by

the  Federa l  Government  over  property  owned  by

the  Federa l  Government  and  over  which  the  Federa l

Government  had  exc lus ive  or  concurrent

jur i sd ict ion .  This  measure  fa i led  to  pass  the  House

( 12 /20 /60  report ) .

M A Y  2 7 ,  1 9 6 0

House  Judic ia ry  Committee  deletes  the  prov i s ion

banning  the  pol l  tax  f rom  S .J .  Res .  39  af ter

committee  cha i rman  Rep .  Cel le r  announced  that  he

would  jo in  Sen .  Hol land  in  the  f ight  to  repea l  the

pol l  tax  by  const i tut iona l  amendment  in  the  next

Congress  and  sends  the  amended  leg i s la t ion  to  the

fu l l  House ,  where  i t  passes  and  was  then  sent  to  the

Senate  fo r  concurrence .

J U N E  1 4 ,  1 9 6 0



J U N E  1 6 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate ,  by  vo ice  vote ,  concurs  with  the  House

amendments  to  S .J .  Res .  39 .  The  measure  then

went  to  the  s tates  fo r  rat i f i cat ion  and  af ter  Kansas

rat i f ied  i t  on  March  29 ,  1961 ,  became  the  23rd

Amendment  of  the  U .S .  Const i tut ion .

Senate  tab les  an  ant i -segregat ion  amendment  to

the  Independent  Off ices  appropr iat ion  bi l l .

J U N E  2 2 ,  1 9 6 0

Senate  tab les  S .  3823 ,  a  bi l l  that  incorporated  two

of  the  Eisenhower  Adminis t rat ion ’s  c iv i l  r ights

prov i s ions  taken  f rom  the  1960  Civ i l  Rights  Bi l l—(a )

to  establ i sh  a  Commiss ion  on  Equal  Job

Opportuni ty ,  and  (b )  to  prov ide  federa l  funds  to

a id  areas  desegregat ing  the i r  schools .

A U G U S T  9 ,  1 9 6 0


