
   

  

    

  

      

       

    

      

     

  

      

      

      

       

  

  

       

      

      

 

  

     

      

      

       

  

  

     
  

C O N G R E S S I O N A L A C T I O N O N C I V I L 
R I G H T S L E G I S L A T I O N 

A N D M E A S U R E S O F I N T E R E S T , 

1 9 5 1 - 1 9 5 6 

1 ô ð 1 J A N U A R Y 1 , 1 ô ð 1 
House defeats motion to recommit the Rai lway 
Labor Act with inst ruct ions to inser t an ant i -
discr iminat ion and states r ights amendment . 

J A N U A R Y 4 , 1 ô ð 1 
Senate cons iders S . 34ô , Defense Hous ing and 
Community Faci l i t ies Serv ices Act of 1ôð1 . 

J A N U A R Y 4 , 1 ô ð 1 
Senate cons iders S .J . Res . ð2 , Senator Lodge ’s 
measure cal l ing for the elect ion of the 
Pres ident and the Vice Pres ident by di rect 
vote , and sends i t to the Senate Judic iary 
Committee (ó /31 /ð1 report ) . 

J A N U A R Y 4 , 1 ô ð 1 
Sen . Pat McCarran (R -Nev . ) sponsors S . 20ðð , a 
bi l l that would contro l immigrat ion to the 
United States and the status of natura l ized 
Amer ican c i t izens . 

J A N U A R Y 4 , 1 ô ð 1 
House cons iders H .J . Res . 1ô , Congressman 
Gossett ’s measure cal l ing for the elect ion of 
the Pres ident and the Vice Pres ident di rect 
vote , and sends i t to the House Judic iary 
Committee (ó /31 /ð1 report ) . 

J A N U A R Y 1 0 , 1 ô ð 1 
Rai lway Labor Act s igned into law . 



  

         

      

       

       

        

   

      

       

      

      

       

  

      

        

          

      

    

  

       

     

      

      

 

  

    

      

        

  

    

        

   

  

       

      

   

  

House cons iders H .R . 211ó , which proposed to 
amend var ious sect ions of the United States Code 
to prohibi t attempts to commit s lavery and 
peonage , sending i t to the House Judic iary 
Committee , where i t wi l l not be reported out . 

J A N U A R Y 2 3 , 1 ô ð 1 
Senate proposals to change Senate Rule XXI I 
(cal l ing for a change in the Senate ru les l imit ing 
debate ) - -S . Res . 41 , S . Res . ð2 , S . Res . 10ð , S . Res . 
203 —are of fered and re fer red to the Senate 
Committee on Rules and Adminis t rat ion . 

A P R I L 1 2 , 1 ô ð 1 
House st r ikes out a prov is ion of the Universa l 
Mil i tary Tra in ing and Serv ice Act (Winstead 
Amendment ) that would have given draf tees a 
choice of serv ing in rac ia l l y segregated or 
integrated units . 

A P R I L 1 ô , 1 ô ð 1 
Senate re jects nondiscr iminat ion amendments to 
S . 34ô ; the measure subsequent ly passes the 
Senate and i s sent to the House (ó /31 /ð1 report ) . 

A P R I L 2 1 , 1 ô ð 1 
Subcommittee of the House Judic iary 
Committee reports out H .J . Res . 1ô and sends i t 
to the fu l l Committee . 

J U N E ñ , 1 ô ð 1 

J A N U A R Y 1 ó , 1 ô ð 1 
S e n a t e c o n s i d e r s S . 1 ô ò ñ , a h o m e r u l e b i l l f o r t h e 
D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a , c a l l i n g f o r a m a y o r , 
a p p o i n t e d b y t h e P r e s i d e n t ; a D i s t r i c t C o u n c i l a n d 
a n o n -v o t i n g d e l e g a t e t o t h e H o u s e , e l e c t e d b y 
r e s i d e n t s o f t h e D i s t r i c t . T h e m e a s u r e w a s s e n t t o 
t h e S e n a t e D i s t r i c t C o m m i t t e e . 

J A N U A R Y 2 0 , 1 ô ð 1 

H o u s e k i l l s l e g i s l a t i o n (H .R . 3 1 4 ) c a l l i n g f o r t h e 
c o n s t r u c t i o n o f a v e t e r a n s ’ h o s p i t a l f o r b l a c k s 
i n F r a n k l i n C o u n t y , V i r g i n i a . 



  
       

       

      

         

  

      

  

     

           

   

  

         

  

         

     

    

  

          

  

         

         

       

 

  

       

        

  

       

       

       

      

      

     

    

     

    

      

  

J U L Y 2 4 , 1 ô ð 1 
H o u s e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s o u t H .J . R e s . 1 ô 
a n d s e n d s i t t o t h e H o u s e R u l e s C o m m i t t e e . 

J U L Y 3 0 , 1 ô ð 1 
Senate Judic iary Committee reports out S .J . Res . 
ð2 , but no fur ther act ion i s taken on the measure . 

A U G U S T ñ , 1 ô ð 1 
Senate Dist r ict Committee reports out S . 1ôòñ . 

A U G U S T 1 ð , 1 ô ð 1 
House passes S . 34ô and sends i t to the Senate for 
conference . 

A U G U S T 2 0 , 1 ô ð 1 
Conference report on S . 34ô i s agreed to by the 
Senate and the n House agrees to the report the 
next day . Pres ident Truman s igns i t into law 
September 1 . 

O C T O B E R 1 ò , 1 ô ð 1 
House Rules Committee reports out H .J . Res . 1ô , 
but no fur ther act ion i s taken on the measure . 
O C T O B E R 2 3 , 1 ô ð 1 
Senate Committee on Rules and Adminis t rat ion 
closes hear ings on S . Res . 41 , S . Res . ð2 , S . Res . 10ð , 
and S . Res . 203 . 

J A N U A R Y 2 2 , 1 ô ð 2 
Senate passes S . 1ôòñ and sends i t to the House . 

J A N U A R Y 2 3 , 1 ô ð 2 
House cons iders S . 1ôòñ and sends i t to the House 
Dist r ict of Columbia Committee ; the Committee 
fa i l s to approve the bi l l . 

J A N U A R Y 2 ô , 1 ô ð 2 
Senate Judic iary Committee reports out S . 2ðð0 , a 
rev i sed vers ion of S . 20ðð , despi te a minor i ty 
report (dated March 13 ) cla iming that i t “would 
in ject new rac ia l discr iminat ion into our law , 
establ i sh many new vague and highly abusable 
requi rement for admiss ion , impede the admiss ion 
of re fugees f rom tota l i tar ian oppress ion , 
incorporate into law vague standards for 
deportat ion and denatura l izat ion , and depr ive 
persons within our borders of fundamental judic ia l 
protect ions . ” 

1 ô ð 2 



  

     

        

       

    

      
  

      

        

      

        

 

  

       

         

   

  

      
  

     

      

        

  

       

  

       

          

 

  

     

        

    

    

   

  

F E B R U A R Y 1 4 , 1 ô ð 2 
House Judic iary Committee reports out H .R . ðñòó . 

M A R C H 1 2 , 1 ô ð 2 
Sen . Hubert H . Humphrey , Jr . (D -Minn . ) and twelve 
other senators sponsor S . 2ó42 , a bi l l proposed as a 
subst i tute for S . 2ðð0 . 

A P R I L 2 ð , 1 ô ð 2 
House passes H .R . ðñòó , the Walter Immigrat ion 
bi l l . 

M A Y ò , 1 ô ð 2 
Senate re jects Sen . Humphrey ’s motion to 
recommit S . 2ðð0 to the Senate Judic iary 
Committee in order to hold hear ings on S . 2ó42 . 

M A Y 2 2 , 1 ô ð 2 
Senate passes S . 2ðð0 , the McCarran Immigrat ion 
bi l l , and gives i t the number of the House -passed 
H .R . ðñòó , now cal l ing i t the McCarran -Walter 
Immigrat ion bi l l ; the measure i s sent to the House 
for concurrence . 

J U N E 1 0 , 1 ô ð 2 
House accepts the conference report on H .R . ðñòó . 

J U N E 1 1 , 1 ô ð 2 
Senate accepts the conference report on H .R . ðñòó , 
and the bi l l goes to the Pres ident who vetoes i t on 
June 2ð . 

J U N E 2 4 , 1 ô ð 2 

J A N U A R Y 2 ô , 1 ô ð 2 
S e n a t e C o m m i t t e e o n R u l e s a n d A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
r e p o r t s o u t S . R e s . 2 0 3 , b u t t h e S e n a t e a d j o u r n e d 
w i t h o u t t a k i n g a n y a c t i o n o n t h e m e a s u r e . T h e 
o t h e r m e a s u r e s d i e d i n c o m m i t t e e . 

S e n a t e L a b o r a n d P u b l i c W e l f a r e C o m m i t t e e 
a p p r o v e s S . 3 3 ñ ó , d e s i g n e d t o c r e a t e a n E q u a l i t y o f 
O p p o r t u n i t y i n E m p l o y m e n t C o m m i s s i o n w i t h 
e n f o r c e m e n t p o w e r s . C o n g r e s s w o u l d a d j o u r n 
b e f o r e a c t i n g o n i t . 



  

     

     

        

     

      

     

         

     

  

       

      

      

          

 

  

        

       

       

       

  

       

     

       

     

      

        

     

        

     

  

       

       

       

       

  

      

   

  

1 ô ð 3 

J U N E 2 ñ , 1 ô ð 2 
H o u s e o v e r r i d e s P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n ’ s v e t o a n d 
p a s s e s t h e M c C a r r a n -W a l t e r I m m i g r a t i o n B i l l . T h e 
S e n a t e f o l l o w s s u i t t h e n e x t d a y a n d t h e b i l l 
b e c o m e s l a w o v e r t h e P r e s i d e n t ’ s v e t o . 

J U L Y 1 , 1 ô ð 2 

S e n a t e D i s t r i c t C o m m i t t e e a p p r o v e s (b u t d o e s n o t 
r e p o r t o u t ) S . ô ô ô . 

Senate Judic iary Committee reported out S .J . Res . 
12ò , cal l ing for a const i tut ional amendment 
lower ing the vot ing age to 1ó , but the measure was 
not taken up on the f loor . 

J A N U A R Y ð , 1 ô ð 3 
Sen . Everett M . Dirksen (R - I l l . ) int roduces S . 1 , an 
attempt to set up an FEPC without enforcement 
powers . The bi l l was re fer red to the Senate 
Judic iary Committee where i t was not reported out . 

J A N U A R Y ò , 1 ô ð 3 
Sen . John W . Br icker (R -Ohio ) int roduces S .J . Res . 
1 , a proposed const i tut ional amendment l imit ing 
the t reaty -making power of the Pres ident . Some of 
the measure ’s supporters contend that th is 
leg is lat ion i s necessary to hal t c iv i l r ights 
advances in the United States , as i t would have 
prevented Congress f rom pass ing soc ia l leg is lat ion 
—such as c iv i l r ights bi l l s —on the bas is of carry ing 
out the obl igat ions of a t reaty . 

J A N U A R Y 1 1 , 1 ô ð 3 
Senate begins cons iderat ion on S . ñôò , giv ing the 
Dist r ict of Columbia a non -vot ing delegate to the 
House and S . ôôô , another home ru le proposal ; 
both measures are sent to the Senate Dist r ict 
Committee . 

J A N U A R Y 2 ó , 1 ô ð 3 
Senators I r v ing M . I ves (R -N .Y . ) and Hubert H . 
Humphrey , Jr . (D -Minn . ) int roduce S . ñô2 , the 
Federa l Equal i ty of Opportuni ty in Employment Act ; 
th is i s an attempt to set up a st rong FEPC , with 
enforcement powers . 

M A R C H 4 , 1 ô ð 3 



  

      

          

       

     

  

       

      

  

  

  

       

       

     

       

     

       

      

       

      

    

  

       

  

       

    

        

   

    

       

       

       

    

     

  

  

1 ô ð 4 

M A R C H 4 , 1 ô ð 3 
S e n a t e D i s t r i c t C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s o u t S . ñ ô ò . 

M A R C H 1 1 , 1 ô ð 3 

S e n a t e d e f e a t s S . J . R e s . 1 . 

Senate passes S . ñôò and sends i t to the House , who 
sends i t to the House Dist r ict of Columbia 
Committee , where the bi l l i s tabled . 

M A R C H 1 ó , 1 ô ð 3 
House passes H .J . Res . 223 , endors ing the creat ion 
of the Department of Health , Educat ion and 
Welfare . 

M A R C H 3 0 , 1 ô ð 3 
Senate , by vo ice vote , passes H .J . Res . 223 . 
Pres ident Eisenhower s igns the measure on Apr i l 1 , 
to take ef fect on Apr i l 1 1 . 

M A R C H 3 0 , 1 ô ð 3 
Senator I ves int roduces S . 1ó31 , an amendment to 
the Taf t -Hart ley Act prohibi t ing discr iminat ion and 
segregat ion in unions under the jur i sd ict ion of the 
Nat ional Labor Relat ions Board . The measure i s 
sent to the Senate Labor Committee , but the 
leg is lat ion that eventual ly was reported out did 
not inc lude a nondiscr iminat ion amendment . 

J U L Y 1 ð , 1 ô ð 3 
Senate Judic iary Committee reports out S .J . Res . 1 . 

J U L Y 1 ñ , 1 ô ð 3 
Senate passes S . J . Res . 4ô , a proposed 
const i tut ional amendment to guarantee equal 
r ights for women . No act ion was taken on th is 
measure in the House . 

J A N U A R Y 2 2 , 1 ô ð 4 
The Const i tut ional Amendments Subcommittee of 
the Senate Judic iary Committee reported out S . J . 
Res . ð3 , a proposed amendment making 1ó the 
legal vot ing age , but the measure was not 
reported by the fu l l committee . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 ñ , 1 ô ð 4 



  

       

       

    

       

    

       

  

     

        

  

  

   

       

       

     

  

      

        

       

     

        

      

      

     

    

  

  

       

       

        

    

  

       

         

   

M A R C H 3 , 1 ô ð 4 
T h e C i v i l R i g h t s S u b c o m m i t t e e o f t h e S e n a t e L a b o r 
a n d P u b l i c W e l f a r e C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s o u t S . ñ ô 2 , 
d e s i g n e d t o p r o h i b i t d i s c r i m i n a t i o n i n 
e m p l o y m e n t , a n d s e n d s i t t o t h e f u l l c o m m i t t e e . 

A P R I L 2 , 1 ô ð 4 
House defeats nondiscr iminat ion amendments to 
H .R . òó3ô , the Omnibus Hous ing Act of 1ôð4 . 

A P R I L 2 ó , 1 ô ð 4 
Senate Labor and Publ ic Welfare Committee 
reports S . ñô2 , but the measure never reaches the 
f loor . 

M A Y ò , 1 ô ð 4 
Although ant i -discr iminat ion amendments were 
of fered to the Taf t -Hart ley rev i s ion bi l l in the 
Senate (S . 2ñð0 ) , the bi l l was recommitted without 
any vote taken on the amendments . 

M A Y 1 1 , 1 ô ð 4 
Senate Committee on Labor and Welfare cons iders 
S . 2ñ01 , a school const ruct ion bi l l , and st r ikes out 
“separate but equal ” language in the bi l l . The 
measure i s subsequent ly reported out and 
eventual ly passed by the fu l l Senate and sent to 
the House , where no act ion was taken . 

M A Y 2 1 , 1 ô ð 4 
Senate re jects S .J . Res . ð3 , a proposed 
const i tut ional amendment des igned to give the 
vote to eighteen year olds . 

J U N E 3 , 1 ô ð 4 
Senate re jects a motion to delete the publ ic 
hous ing feature of the Omnibus Hous ing Act of 
1ôð4 in l ight of the Supreme Court decis ion in 
Brown v . Board of Educat ion . 

J U N E 1 4 , 1 ô ð 4 
Senate passes S . 33òó (des igned to rev i se the 
Organic Act of the Vi rg in I s lands ) and sends i t to 
the House for cons iderat ion . 



  

      

          

        

    

      

   

     

      

    

        

       

      

        

        

    

  

       

      

       

      

     

       

      

       

 

      

       

     

    

      

  

  

  

  

       

      

        

    

J U N E 2 0 , 1 ô ð 4 
R e p . A d a m C l a y t o n P o w e l l , J r . (D -N .Y . ) s u c c e s s f u l l y 
l e a d s a f i g h t t o a m e n d S . 3 3 ò ó s o t h a t t h e g o v e r n o r 
o f t h e U .S . V i r g i n I s l a n d s o b t a i n s t h e a p p r o v a l o f 
t h e I s l a n d ’ s l e g i s l a t u r e b e f o r e p u t t i n g 
r e o r g a n i z a t i o n p l a n s i n t o e f f e c t , a n d t h e b i l l 
s u b s e q u e n t l y p a s s e s t h e H o u s e . 

J U N E 2 2 , 1 ô ð 4 
S . 33òó goes into conference and the Powel l 
Amendment i s fur ther amended so the governor 
was given the power to reorganize the present 
execut ive branch in the I s lands without the 
leg is lature ’s consent , but in future , al l 
reorganizat ion must be done with the consent of 
the leg is lature . The measure with the amendment 
i s approved and i s subsequent ly s igned into law . 
(ó /31 /ð4 report ) 

J U L Y 1 0 , 1 ô ð 4 
Senate passes S . 1ñ1 1 (a measure prov id ing for 
pr imary elect ions in the Dist r ict of Columbia by 
which Dist r ict res idents could elect Democrat ic 
and Republ ican Nat ional Committeemen and 
delegates to Pres ident ia l convent ions ) and sends i t 
to the House . 

J U L Y 1 2 , 1 ô ð 4 
Senate passes H .R . ó14ô , des igned to amend the 
Hospi ta l Survey and Construct ion Act prov is ions of 
the Publ ic Heal th Serv ice , despi te the fact that i t 
inc luded no nondiscr iminat ion or nonsegregat ion 
prov is ions . 

J U L Y 2 3 , 1 ô ð 4 
House Inters tate and Fore ign Commerce Committee 
reports out H .R . ò304 , des igned to prohibi t 
segregat ion or discr iminat ion in inters tate 
t ransportat ion ; the bi l l i s sent to the House Rules 
Committee , where i t s chai rman , Rep . Leo E . Al len 
(R - I l l . ) , according to Clarence Mitchel l , “ to ld his 
const i tuents that he could not act on the bi l l 
because the leadership of the House thought i t was 
too la te in the sess ion . ” 



  

        

       

    

      

       

      

       

       

         

      

       

         

        

     

  

  

  

      

      

      

       

       

      

        

       

     

       

       

       

        

      

       

     

J U L Y 2 ñ , 1 ô ð 4 
H o u s e R u l e s C o m m i t t e e t a b l e d a r e q u e s t f o r a r u l e 
t o s e n d t o c o n f e r e n c e H .R . 3 ð ò ð c a l l i n g f o r 
s t a t e h o o d f o r H a w a i i a n d A l a s k a . 

A U G U S T ô , 1 ô ð 4 

1 ô ð ð 

House passes S . 1ñ1 1 , but Pres ident Eisenhower 
vetoes the bi l l , cla iming that the prov is ion al lowing 
federa l employees to engage in part i san pol i t ica l 
act iv i ty amended the Hatch Act which barred such 
act iv i ty . 

A U G U S T ô , 1 ô ð 4 
Attempts to have House ru les suspended so that 
H .R . ò304 could be voted upon and passed are to 
no ava i l and Congress adjourned without any 
act ion being taken . S . 2ñò2 , the I ves -But ler Ant i -
J im Crow Trave l Bi l l , a companion bi l l , due to the 
fact that the Senate re fused to act unt i l i t s 
counterpart passed the House , also dies . 

J A N U A R Y ð , 1 ô ð ð 
In response to the Pennsy lvania Supreme Court ’s 
ru l ing that st ruck down port ions of the 
Pennsy lvania Sedi t ion Act in the case of 
Pennsy lvania v . Nelson , Rep . Howard W . Smith (D -

Va . ) int roduces H .R . 3 , stat ing that the federa l 
government had preempted that f ie ld by the 
enactment of the 1ô40 Smith Act . H .R . 3 barred 
“preempt ion by impl icat ion ” on the part of the 
federa l government where state law was 
concerned , and federa l laws were to be const rued 
as intended to inva l idate state laws only i f 
Congress had state speci f ica l l y that i t wished to 
preempt a f ie ld of leg is lat ion f rom state law and 
jur i sd ict ion . I t also speci f ica l l y ru led out the 
preempt ion of state author i ty in the f ie ld of 
subvers ion , thus di rect ly revers ing the Nelson 
decis ion . 



  

       

      

        

     

       

        

          

       

        

        

      

      

       

     

      

       

      

       

      

      

           

    

       

  

      

       

  

  

  

     

     

         

       

         

        

         

   

Over the NAACP ’s st rong oppos i t ion , the Senate 
Judic iary Committee reports out S .J . Res . 31 ( the 
reso lut ion sponsored by Senators Hubert H . 
Humphrey , Estes Kefauver and Pr ice Danie l ) , which 
would div ide each state ’s votes for pres ident and 
v ice pres ident in the Electora l Col lege in 
proport ion to the popular vote rece ived by the 
respect ive candidates . (A s imi lar bi l l sponsored by 
Congressman Ed Lee Gossett (D -Tex . ) was defeated 
in a prev ious congress on July 1ò , 1ôð0 as a resul t of 
the NAACP ’s st rong oppos i t ion ) (ô /ó /ðð report ) . 
Report of the Execut ive Secretary June 13 , 1ôðð . 

M A Y 2 ð , 1 ô ð ð 
The Senate Judic iary Committee Act ion : a 
reso lut ion int roduced by Senator James East land 
(D , Miss . ) on May 2ð , 1ôðð , that cal led for the 
invest igat ion of the Supreme Court was not acted 
on as a resul t of st rong oppos i t ion f rom the NAACP 
Report of the Execut ive Secretary to the Board for 
the Month of May , 1ôðð . June 13 , 1ôðð . [ed . note : 
did not f ind th is ] 

J U N E 2 ô , 1 ô ð ð 
Senate passes a bi l l (S . ññô ) to give Home Rule to 
the Dist r ict of Columbia , prov id ing for an elected 
mayor and c i ty counci l , as wel l as a non -vot ing 
delegate to the House . No act ion on th is measure 
was taken in the House . (ô /ó /ðð report ) 

J U L Y 1 4 , 1 ô ð ð 

M A Y 1 ô , 1 ô ð ð 
I n t h e f a c e o f o p p o s i t i o n t o a n a m e n d m e n t 
r e q u i r i n g t h e e n d i n g o f s e g r e g a t i o n i n N a t i o n a l 
G u a r d U n i t s a s a c o n d i t i o n f o r p a r t i c i p a t i n g i n t h e 
N a t i o n a l R e s e r v e T r a i n i n g p r o g r a m , t h e H o u s e 
v o t e s t o c e a s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f (H .R . ð 2 ô ò ) t h e 
p r o g r a m . (n . 4 , ñ /ñ /ð ð r e p o r t ) 

S e n a t e p a s s e s t h e R e s e r v e T r a i n i n g B i l l ; i t 
s u b s e q u e n t l y d i e s i n t h e H o u s e . – (ô /ó /ð ð r e p o r t ) 

M A Y 1 ô , 1 ô ð ð 



  

      

       

       

         

       

      

   

        

       

         

       

       

        

         

      

       

         

       

      

    

      

  

      

       

  

       

        

       

     

    

        

 

  

  

    

     

     

J U L Y 1 ó , 1 ô ð ð 
H o u s e p a s s e s S o c i a l S e c u r i t y B i l l d e s i g n e d t o 
r e v i s e a n d e x p a n d p r o v i s i o n s o f t h e S o c i a l S e c u r i t y 
A c t , i n c l u d i n g r e d u c i n g t h e a g e o f e l i g i b i l i t y f o r 
w o m e n f r o m ñ ð t o ñ 2 . N o a c t i o n o n t h i s m e a s u r e 
w a s t a k e n b y t h e S e n a t e . – (ô /ó /ð ð r e p o r t ) 

J U L Y 2 0 , 1 ô ð ð 
On the f loor of the Senate , Senator Thomas C . 

Hennings , Jr . (D . , Mo . ) of fered an amendment that 
removed the repeal feature f rom H .R . 404ó , a bi l l to 
prov ide a standard system of absentee vot ing and 
to encourage states to extend absentee vot ing . One 
of i t s features repealed Sect ions 301 and 302 of 
T i t le ð0 , U .S . Code , that prov ided in t ime of war 
serv icemen would be re l ieved of the requi rements 
of pay ing pol l taxes and regis ter ing under state 
laws . The bi l l with th is repeal prov is ion in i t had 
passed the House and had been reported favorably 
by the Senate Committee on Rules and 
Adminis t rat ion . The Hennings amendment was 
adopted and the bi l l passed (ô /ó /ðð report ) . 

J U L Y 2 ó , 1 ô ð ð 
House defeats an ant i -segregat ion amendment to 
a school const ruct ion bi l l (ô /ó /ðð report ) 

J U L Y 2 ô , 1 ô ð ð 
House defeats an ant i -segregat ion amendment to a 
Hous ing bi l l . (ô /ó /ðð report ) 

M A R C H 1 2 , 1 ô ð ñ 
ó2 Southern congressmen , led by Rep . Howard W . 
Smith (D -Va . ) , and 1ô Southern senators , led by Sen . 
Walter F . George (D -Ga . ) , present a “Declarat ion of 
Const i tut ional Pr inc ip les ” (otherwise known as the 
“Southern Mani festo ” ) , cr i t ic iz ing the Supreme 
Court ’s decis ion in Brown v . Board of Educat ion of 
Topeka . 

M A R C H 2 1 , 1 ô ð ñ 
House Judic iary Subcommittee No . 2 reports out 
H .R . ñ2ò , int roduced by Rep . Emanuel Cel ler (D -

N .Y . ) 

1 ô ð ñ 



  

          

     

      

       

   

      

       

     

       

       

      

      

       

      

      

   

  

       

     

    

  

    

     

     

  

       

  

  

  

  

      

       

        

    

Just ice Department submits to Congress a draf t 
c iv i l r ights program cal l ing for : (a ) a s ix -member , 
bipart i san commiss ion to invest igate c iv i l r ights 
gr ievances ; (b ) creat ion of the Civ i l Rights Div i s ion 
in the Just ice Department , headed by an ass i s tant 
Attorney Genera l ; (c ) author i ty for the federa l 
government to use c iv i l procedures for the 
protect ion of c iv i l r ights , and (d ) broader statutes 
to protect vot ing r ights , inc luding c iv i l remedies 
for enforcement . and des igned to carry out 
Pres ident Eisenhower ’s c iv i l r ights 
recommendat ions . 

M A Y 2 1 , 1 ô ð ñ 
House Judic iary Committee reports out H .R . ñ2ò — 
the or ig ina l wording of Rep . Cel ler ’s bi l l was 
changed to that of the draf t program submitted by 
the Just ice Department (ò /ô /ðñ report ) 

M A Y 2 4 , 1 ô ð ñ 
Senate defeats amendment proposed by Sen . John 
Br icker (R -Ohio ) to cut number of proposed publ ic 
hous ing units (ó /31 /ðñ report ) 

J U N E 2 ò , 1 ô ð ñ 
House Rules Committee grants an open ru le on 
H .R . ñ2ò . 

J U L Y 3 , 1 ô ð ñ 
House Judic iary Committee reports out H .R . 3 with 
an amendment that speci f ica l l y rest r icts i t s 
appl icat ion to state sedi t ion laws . 

J U L Y ð , 1 ô ð ñ 

M A R C H 2 ò , 1 ô ð ñ 
S e n a t e r e c o m m i t s S . J . R e s . 3 1 t o t h e J u d i c i a r y 
C o m m i t t e e , e f f e c t i v e l y k i l l i n g i t (4 /ð /ð ñ r e p o r t ) 

H o u s e a p p r o v e s a n t i -s e g r e g a t i o n a m e n d m e n t t o 
s c h o o l c o n s t r u c t i o n b i l l , (H .R . ò ð 3 ð ) b u t 
s u b s e q u e n t l y d e f e a t s t h e b i l l (ó /3 1 /ð ñ r e p o r t ) 

A P R I L ô , 1 ô ð ñ 



  

       

         

        

       

      

        

       

  

      

          

       

         

      

      

       

        

        

       

     

  

  

  

     

       

         

      

 

J U L Y 1 0 , 1 ô ð ñ 
H o u s e R u l e s C o m m i t t e e g r a n t s a n o p e n r u l e w i t h 
t w o h o u r s o f d e b a t e o n H .R . 3 , b u t t h e m e a s u r e 
w a s n o t c a l l e d u p o n t h e f l o o r , t h u s k i l l i n g i t . 

J U L Y 1 ñ , 1 ô ð ñ 
Senate conf i rms nominat ion of U . S . Sol ic i tor 
Genera l Simon E . Sobelof f as judge of the U .S . 

Court of Appeals for the Fourth Circui t (ó /31 /ðñ 
r e p o r t ) 

J U L Y 1 ò , 1 ô ð ñ 
Senate approves amendments to the Socia l 
Secur i ty Act lower ing women ’s age of el ig ib i l i ty to 
ñ2 and that of the tota l l y disabled to ð0 ; Senate 
then approves Socia l Secur i ty Act . (Report ó /31 /ðñ , 
cq óò0 ) . 

J U L Y 2 3 , 1 ô ð ñ 
House passes Civ i l Rights Bi l l (H .R . ñ2ò ) (ó /31 /ðñ 
r e p o r t ) . 

J U L Y 2 4 , 1 ô ð ñ 
The Senate Judic iary Committee was ass igned the 
Civ i l Rights Bi l l (H .R . ñ2ò ) but fa i led to act upon i t . 
As the Senate was near ing adjournment , the bi l l 
could be acted on only i f the Senate adopted a 
motion to discharge the Judic iary Committee f rom 
fur ther cons iderat ion of the bi l l . The par l iamentary 
s i tuat ion requi red that a motion to adjourn be 
adopted to make th is poss ib le . Such a motion was 
of fered by Sen . Paul H . Douglas (D - I l l . ) , but the 
motion was defeated and the bi l l died in 
committee . (ó /31 /ðñ report ) 
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