
   

  

    

  

      

      

       

      

   

      

     

       

         

         

  

  

     

         

    

  

       

      

      

  

     

       

    

  

         

       

  

       

         

           

 

  

C O N G R E S S I O N A L A C T I O N O N C I V I L 
R I G H T S L E G I S L A T I O N 

A N D M E A S U R E S O F I N T E R E S T , 

1 9 4 8 - 1 9 5 0 

1 ô 4 ó F E B R U A R Y ð , 1 ô 4 ó 
H .J . Res . 334 , cal led the “Southern Educat ional 
Compact ” and giv ing Congress ional consent to a 
scheme where seven southern states agreed to pool 
the i r resources to establ i sh and mainta in regional 
educat ional inst i tut ions in “profess ional , 
technologica l , sc ient i f ic , l i terary and other f ie lds , ” i s 
sent to the House Judic iary Committee . 

F E B R U A R Y ð , 1 ô 4 ó 
Senate Committee of Labor and Publ ic Welfare reports 
out S . ôó4 , a measure cal l ing for the establ i shment of 
a permanent FEPC , to the fu l l Senate , but no fur ther 
act ion was taken . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 ð , 1 ô 4 ó 
House Judic iary Subcommittee favorably reported out 
H .R . 34óó , the Case Ant i -Lynching Bi l l and sends i t to 
the fu l l committee (2 /2ó /4ó report ) . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 ò , 1 ô 4 ó 
Senate subcommittee of the Committee on Rules and 
Adminis t rat ion favorably reports H .R . 2ô , the Bender 
Ant i -Pol l Tax bi l l , to the fu l l committee . 

M A R C H 1 ð , 1 ô 4 ó 
Gamble Committee , af ter holding extens ive hear ings , 
i s sues a report ; i t s recommendat ions close ly fo l low the 
st ipulat ions found in S . óññ . 

M A R C H 1 ñ , 1 ô 4 ó 
H .J . Res . 334 i s favorably reported out by the House 
Judic iary Committee and sent to the fu l l House . 

M A R C H 2 ð , 1 ô 4 ó 
House Judic iary Committee reported out H .R . 34óó , or 
the Case Ant i -Lynching Bi l l , af ter st r ik ing out three 
sect ions , and sent i t to the fu l l House . I t never came to 
a vote . 



  

       

      

     

     

       

     

       

     

       

  

  

     

         

       

  

        

      

        

        

   

  

          

      

        

  

  

      

           

  

     

          

  

     

      

      

 

  

          

  

House cons iders H .R . ñôðô , a long - range hous ing bi l l 
without publ ic hous ing or urban redevelopment 
features , sending the measure to the House Banking 
and Currency Committee . 

A P R I L 1 3 , 1 ô 4 ó 
S .J . Res . 1ô1 , a companion bi l l to H .J . Res . 334 , was 
reported out by the Senate Judic iary Committee 
and sent to the Senate Committee on Rules and 
Adminis t rat ion (4 /30 /4ó report ) . 
A P R I L 2 1 , 1 ô 4 ó 
House re jects nondiscr iminat ion amendment to S . 
1ó41 , a bi l l to establ i sh women ’s units as a permanent 
part of the Army and Navy (4 /30 /4ó report ) 

A P R I L 2 2 , 1 ô 4 ó 
Senate passes S . óññ af ter defeat ing a motion to 
el iminate publ ic hous ing , and sends the measure 
to the House , where the Committee on Rules wi l l 
subsequent ly vote not to send i t to the House 
f loor , ef fect ive ly ki l l ing i t . 

A P R I L 2 ò , 1 ô 4 ó 
House Committee on Rules favorably reports out 
H .J . Res . 334 and sends i t to the f loor of the House . 

A P R I L 3 0 , 1 ô 4 ó 
Senate Committee on Rules and Adminis t rat ion 
favorably reports out H .R . 2ô and sends i t to the fu l l 
Senate . 

A P R I L 3 0 , 1 ô 4 ó 
House Un -Amer ican Act iv i t ies Committee reports out 
H .R . ðóð2 , the Mundt -Nixon Regist rat ion bi l l , and 
sends i t to the fu l l House . 

M A Y 4 , 1 ô 4 ó 

A P R I L ô , 1 ô 4 ó 
R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s K a r l E . M u n d t (R -S .D . ) a n d R i c h a r d M . 
N i x o n (R -C a l . ) s p o n s o r H .R . ð ó ð 2 , r e q u i r i n g t h e 
r e g i s t r a t i o n o f a l l C o m m u n i s t - f r o n t o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d 
t h e i r o f f i c e r s a n d a l l C o m m u n i s t p o l i t i c a l 
o r g a n i z a t i o n s a n d t h e i r m e m b e r s . T h e m e a s u r e i s s e n t 
t o t h e H o u s e U n -A m e r i c a n A c t i v i t i e s C o m m i t t e e . 

A P R I L ô , 1 ô 4 ó 

H o u s e p a s s e s H .J . R e s . 3 3 4 a n d s e n d s i t t o t h e S e n a t e . 



  

      

        

      

    

   

       

      

     

   

       

         

  

      

     

       

       

         

 

  

       

      

        

       

      

       

     

         

  

      

        

       

      

        

      

  

   

  

Senate recommits S .J . Res . 1ô1 to the Judic iary 
Committee , ef fect ive ly ki l l ing i t and i t s companion 
bi l l , H .J . Res . 334 (ð /31 /4ó report ) . 

M A Y 1 ô , 1 ô 4 ó 
House passes H .R . ðóð2 , the Mundt -Nixon bi l l , and 
sends i t to the Senate , where no act ion i s taken . 

M A Y 2 ò , 1 ô 4 ó 

Senate Judic iary Committee reports out S . 2242 , a 
bi l l contro l l ing the number of war re fugees 
al lowed to enter the United States , af ter 
amending the bi l l to increase the number of 
re fugees to 200 ,000 persons who had entered 
Germany , I ta ly or Austr ia before December 22 , 1ô4ð 
(excluding many Jewish displaced persons who 
had f led Poland in 1ô4ñ ) , sends i t to the fu l l 
Senate . 

M A Y 3 0 , 1 ô 4 ó 
House Judic iary Committee reports out H .R . ñ3ôñ , 
author iz ing the admiss ion of 200 ,000 displaced 
persons in re fugee camps or occupied zones who 
had entered Germany , I ta ly or Austr ia before Apr i l 
21 , 1ô4ò , and sends i t to the fu l l House . 

J U N E 2 , 1 ô 4 ó 
Senate passes S . 2242 . 

J U N E ò , 1 ô 4 ó 

M A Y ñ , 1 ô 4 ó 
H o u s e D i s t r i c t o f C o l u m b i a C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s o u t 
a p r o p o s a l f o r h o m e r u l e f o r t h e D i s t r i c t o f 
C o l u m b i a ; t h e m e a s u r e p r o v i d e d f o r a n e l e c t i v e 
c o u n c i l -m a n a g e r g o v e r n m e n t . T h e m e a s u r e d i e d 
o n t h e H o u s e f l o o r . 

M A Y 1 3 , 1 ô 4 ó 

S e n a t e t a b l e d a m e n d m e n t s t o t h e S e l e c t i v e S e r v i c e 
A c t o f 1 ô 4 ó (H .R . ñ 4 0 1 ) t h a t w o u l d h a v e b a r r e d 
s e g r e g a t i o n i n t h e A r m e d F o r c e s , a n d m a d e t h e 
l y n c h i n g o f s e r v i c e m e n a f e d e r a l o f f e n s e . T h e 
S e n a t e d i d a d o p t a n a m e n d m e n t t o t h e A c t t h a t 
b a r r e d p a y m e n t o f p o l l t a x b y s e r v i c e m e n . 



   

        

        

   

      

        

        

      

        

      

          

    

   

   

          

        

      

         

  

       

         

      

        

       

     

  

      

       

       

      

        

       

       

       

  

  

Senate re jected an amendment to the Select ive 
Serv ice Act of 1ô4ó (H .R . ñ401 ) that would have 
permitted draf tees or enl i s tees a choice of serv ing in 
rac ia l l y segregated units ; the amended leg is lat ion was 
subsequent ly passed by the Senate and sent back to 
the House for concurrence . 

J U N E 1 1 , 1 ô 4 ó 

House passes H .R . ñ3ôñ , and sends i t to the Senate for 
concurrence with S . 2242 . 

J U N E 1 ò , 1 ô 4 ó 
House adopts an amendment to the Select ive Serv ice 
Act of 1ô4ó barr ing the payment of pol l taxes by 
serv icemen ; th is amendment would remain in the 
bi l l as i t was f ina l l y enacted ; the bi l l would 
subsequent ly pass both houses of Congress and be 
s igned into law by Pres ident Truman . 

J U N E 1 ó , 1 ô 4 ó 
Dur ing the conference on the Displaced Persons 
bi l l s (S . 2242 and H .R . ñ3ôñ ) , conferees combined 
both bi l l s , prov id ing for the admiss ion of 200 ,000 
displaced persons who had entered Western zones 
before December 22 , 1ô4ð , and sent the report to 
the House . The fu l l House approved the report , 
af ter defeat ing a motion by Rep . Emanuel Cel ler 
(D -N .Y . ) to recommit the bi l l to conference . 

J U N E 1 ó , 1 ô 4 ó 
House passes H .R . ñôðô and sends i t to the Senate . 

J U N E 1 ô , 1 ô 4 ó 

J U N E ò , 1 ô 4 ó 
S e n a t e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s o u t S . 2 ó ñ 0 , o r t h e 
F e r g u s o n A n t i -L y n c h i n g b i l l , b u t i t n e v e r c o m e s t o a 
v o t e i n t h e S e n a t e . 

J U N E ô , 1 ô 4 ó 

S e n a t e a p p r o v e s t h e r e p o r t o n S . 2 2 4 2 , a n d f i v e 
d a y s l a t e r , P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n r e l u c t a n t l y s i g n s i n t o 
l a w w h a t i s k n o w n a s t h e D i s p l a c e d P e r s o n s A c t . 



  

        

     

         

        

  

        

      

      

        

         

       

        

      

       

        

          

        

     

  

    

  

  

          

 

  

        

          

     

  

       

       

          

   

  1 ô 4 ô 

J U L Y 2 ó , 1 ô 4 ó 
S e n a t e b e g i n s c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f H .R . 2 ô ; S e n . C a r l T . 
H a y d e n (D -A z . ) p r o p o s e s a n a m e n d m e n t s t r i k i n g 
o u t a l l e x c e p t t h e e n a c t i n g c l a u s e o f H .R . 2 ô a n d 
s u b s t i t u t e a r e s o l u t i o n t o b a r t h e p o l l t a x b y 
c o n s t i t u t i o n a l a m e n d m e n t . 

J U L Y 2 ô , 1 ô 4 ó 

H o u s e c o n s i d e r s H .R . 4 ð ñ ò , i n c o r p o r a t i n g a n u m b e r o f 
c h a n g e s i n t h e D i s p l a c e d P e r s o n s A c t r e q u e s t e d b y 
t h e T r u m a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n . T h e b i l l i s s e n t t o t h e 
H o u s e J u d i c i a r y C o m m i t t e e . 

F i l ibuster by Southern senators on H .R . 2ô star ts . 

A U G U S T 2 , 1 ô 4 ó 

Twenty -one Senators s igned of f on a cloture 
pet i t ion des igned to break the f i l ibuster holding 
up cons iderat ion of H .R . 2ô ; however , a point of 
order was made that i t wasn ’ t appl icable as i t was 
on a pending motion rather than a pending 
measure ; th is point of order was upheld by a 
ru l ing by Sen . Arthur H . Vandenberg (R -Mich . ) , 
s i t t ing as pres ident pro tempore of the Senate , 
stat ing that no l imit could be imposed on debate 
by the Senate on a formal motion to take up a 
measure ; a l imit could only be suppl ied “upon any 
pending measure , ” thus ki l l ing H .R . 2ô . 

A U G U S T ñ , 1 ô 4 ó 
Senate passes H .R . ñôðô and sends i t to the House for 
concurrence . 

A U G U S T ò , 1 ô 4 ó 
House passes H .R . ñôðô and sends i t to Pres ident 
Truman for his s ignature ; he s igns i t on August 10 as 
the Hous ing Act of 1ô4ó . 

A U G U S T ó , 1 ô 4 ó 
Senate votes to adjourn . 

J A N U A R Y 3 , 1 ô 4 ô 



  

      

   

       

       

     

        

       

        

      

 

     

      

       

       

         

         

       

         

   

  

        

        

       

       

  

        

       

       

       

  

      

        

    

  

     

       

     

  

Cabot Lodge (R -Mass . ) , cal l ing for the elect ion of the 
Pres ident and Vice -Pres ident by di rect vote . The bi l l 
i s sent to the Senate Judic iary Committee . 

J A N U A R Y ð , 1 ô 4 ô 
House cons iders H .J . Res . 2 , sponsored by Rep . Ed 
Lee Gossett (D -Texas ) , which i s ident ica l to the 
Senate proposal sponsored by Senator Lodge . The bi l l 
i s sent to the House Judic iary Committee . 

J A N U A R Y 2 4 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate Committee on Rules and Adminis t rat ion 
holds hear ings on reso lut ions amending the ru les 
cover ing unl imited debate ; Sen . Francis J . Myers (D -

Pa . ) and Sen . Wayne Morse (R -Ore . ) int roduced S . 
Res . 1 1 , and S . Res . 12 , respect ive ly , des igned to shut 
of f debate by major i ty vote ; Sen . Car l T . Hayden (D -

Az . ) and Sen . Kenneth Wherry (R -Neb . ) sponsored S . 
Res . 1ð , which sought to impose cloture by a two -
th i rds vote requi rement . 

F E B R U A R Y 1 , 1 ô 4 ô 
The Displaced Persons Commiss ion reports to 
Congress , stat ing that the Displaced Persons Act of 
1ô4ó was “al l but unworkable . ” 

F E B R U A R Y 1 ò , 1 ô 4 ô 

J A N U A R Y ð , 1 ô 4 ô 
S e n a t e c o n s i d e r s t h r e e h o u s i n g b i l l s : S . 1 3 ó , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e T r u m a n A d m i n i s t r a t i o n , 
s p o n s o r e d b y S e n . A l l e n E l l e n d e r (D -L a . ) a n d S e n . 
R o b e r t F . W a g n e r (D -N .Y . ) , a m o n g o t h e r s ; S . ò 0 ô , 
r e p r e s e n t i n g t h e R e p u b l i c a n p a r t y , s p o n s o r e d b y 
S e n . R o b e r t A . T a f t (R -O h i o ) , a m o n g o t h e r s ; a n d S . 
ò ð ò , s p o n s o r e d b y S e n . J o h n W . B r i c k e r (R -O h i o )
a n d S e n . H a r r y P u l l i a m C a i n (R -W a s h . ) ; t h e b i l l s a r e 
s e n t t o t h e S e n a t e B a n k i n g a n d C u r r e n c y 
C o m m i t t e e . 

S e n a t e c o n s i d e r s S .J . R e s . 2 , s p o n s o r e d b y S e n . H e n r y 

J A N U A R Y ð , 1 ô 4 ô 

H o u s i n g S u b c o m m i t t e e o f t h e S e n a t e B a n k i n g a n d 
C u r r e n c y C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s o u t S . 1 0 ò 0 a n d s e n d s i t 
t o t h e f u l l c o m m i t t e e . 



  

     

      

    

 

       

      

         

      

      

  

        

      

     

  

      

  

     

         

        

      

        

      

        

      

  

  

          

         

  

  

  

       

        

  

F E B R U A R Y 1 ò , 1 ô 4 ô 
S e n a t e C o m m i t t e e o n R u l e s a n d A d m i n i s t r a t i o n 
r e p o r t e d o u t S . R e s . 1 ð , t h e H a y d e n -W h e r r y 
r e s o l u t i o n , a f t e r d e f e a t i n g t h e M y e r s -M o r s e 
s u b s t i t u t e . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 3 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate Banking and Currency Committee holds 
hear ings on the hous ing bi l l s , and produces S . 10ò0 , a 
committee bi l l with the bipart i san support of a number 
of senators inc luding Senators Taf t , El lender , and 
Wagner ; the bi l l , of f ic ia l l y cal led the Hous ing Act of 
1ô4ô , inc ludes prov is ions cover ing s lum clearance and 
publ ic hous ing . The measure i s sent to the Hous ing 
Subcommittee of the Banking and Currency Committee 
for hear ings . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 ð , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate Banking and Currency Committee reports out S . 
10ò0 and sends i t to the fu l l Senate . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 ó , 1 ô 4 ô 

Senate br ings S . Res . 1ð to the f loor , where the motion 
to take up the reso lut ion i s f i l ibustered for the next 
two weeks . 

M A R C H 1 , 1 ô 4 ô 
House passes H .R . 1ôô , establ i sh ing quotas for the 
admiss ion of Japanese , Koreans and Polynes ians , as 
wel l as making the nat ives of those areas al ready in 
the United States el ig ib le for c i t izenship . Senate 
takes no act ion on th is leg is lat ion . 

M A R C H 1 1 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Vice Pres ident Alben W . Bark ley (D -Ky . ) , as Pres ident of 
the Senate , overturned the Vandenberg cloture ru l ing 
(see above , August 2 , 1ô4ó ) 

M A R C H 1 2 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate overturned the Bark ley ru l ing , reaf f i rming the 
Vandenberg ru l ing . 



  

         

       

   

    

       

      

 

  

  

       

   

  

         

       

        

       

         

 

  

         

        

       

  

      

       

       

  

        

      

       

      

         

          

     

       

        

        

  

M A R C H 1 ò , 1 ô 4 ô 
A f t e r a g r e e i n g t h a t d e b a t e w o u l d b e s o l e l y o n S . R e s . 
1 ð , t h e f i l i b u s t e r w a s e n d e d a n d s u b s e q u e n t l y t h e 
r e s o l u t i o n w a s p a s s e d . 

M A R C H 2 3 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate cons iders S . 1ð2ò , a home ru le bi l l for the 
Dist r ict of Columbia cal l ing for an elect ive counci l -
manager government . The bi l l i s sent to the Senate 
Dist r ict of Columbia Committee , where i t wi l l be 
favorably reported out and sent to the f loor of the 
Senate . 

M A R C H 2 ó , 1 ô 4 ô 
House passes leg is lat ion cal l ing for a sa les tax for the 
Dist r ict of Columbia and sends the measure to the 
Senate (3 /31 /4ô report ) where no act ion was taken . 

A P R I L 4 , 1 ô 4 ô 

House adopted a nonsegregat ion amendment to a 
measure creat ing a Coast Guard Women ’s Reserve , and 
then recommitted the measure , ef fect ive ly ki l l ing i t . 

A P R I L 2 1 , 1 ô 4 ô 

Senate re jects nondiscr iminat ion and non -
segregat ion amendments to S . 10ò0 , Hous ing Act of 
1ô4ô ; the bi l l subsequent ly passes the Senate 
(ð /31 /4ô report ) . 

A P R I L 2 ô , 1 ô 4 ô 
House re jects a nondiscr iminat ion amendment to a bi l l 
repeal ing the Taf t -Hart ley Act . 

M A Y ð , 1 ô 4 ô 
House cons iders H .R . 44ð3 , a compulsory FEPC bi l l 
proposed by Rep . Adam Clayton Powel l , Jr . (D -N .Y . ) and 
sends i t to the House Committee on Educat ion and 
Labor . 

M A Y ð , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate passes S . 24ñ , the Thomas Federa l Aid to 
Educat ion Bi l l ; th is requi red states “where separate 
publ ic schools are mainta ined for minor i ty races ” to 
prov ide “ just and equi table apport ionment ” of such 
funds for the segregated schools . The bi l l was sent to 
the House but died there due to a conf l ic t over the 
grant ing of funds to parochia l schools . 



  

     

         

   

      

      

  

      

        

       

       

  

       

      

      

       

          

    

        

 

  

        

    

       

       

      

        

      

  

        

          

 

        

   

  

  

         

      

  

House Judic iary Committee reports out H .R . 4ðñò 
and sends i t to the fu l l House . 

M A Y 2 3 , 1 ô 4 ô 
A subcommittee of the Senate Judic iary Committee 
favorably reports out S .J . Res . 34 , a proposal to 
abol i sh the pol l tax by const i tut ional amendment , to 
the fu l l committee , where i t wi l l be tabled . 

M A Y 3 1 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate re jected amendments to S . 1ð2ò that would 
have requi red a major i ty re ferendum for adopt ion 
of ant i -segregat ion ordinances in the Dist r ict of 
Columbia ; the bi l l i s subsequent ly passed and sent 
to the House where i t goes to the House Dist r ict of 
Columbia Committee ; al though a subcommittee 
holds hear ings on the measure , there i s no fur ther 
act ion taken . 

M A Y 3 1 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate also re jected an amendment to S . 13ñð that 
would have requi red ult imate congress ional 
approval of the abol i t ion of rac ia l segregat ion in 
the Dist r ict of Columbia , even though abol i t ion be 
decreed by re ferendum and by appropr iate act ion 
by the c i ty counci l ; the bi l l i s subsequent ly passed 
and sent to the House (ð /31 /4ô report ) 

J U N E 2 , 1 ô 4 ô 
House passes H .R . 4ðñò , and sends i t to the Senate , 
where i t goes to the Judic iary Committee . 

J U N E ñ , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate Judic iary Committee reports out S . ô1 , an ant i -
l ynching bi l l , but the measure fa i l s to reach the f loor of 
the Senate . 

J U N E 1 4 , 1 ô 4 ô 

M A Y 1 2 , 1 ô 4 ô 
H o u s e B a n k i n g a n d C u r r e n c y C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s 
o u t H .R . 4 0 0 ô , a c o m p a n i o n b i l l t o S . 1 0 ò 0 , t h e 
H o u s i n g A c t o f 1 ô 4 ô . 

M A Y 1 ñ , 1 ô 4 ô 

H o u s e R u l e s C o m m i t t e e r e l e a s e s H .R . 4 0 0 ô a n d s e n d s i t 
t o t h e f u l l H o u s e . 



  
    

          

  

  

    

        

      

         

       

        

  

         

        

          

 

  

  

  

      

       

 

  

  

  

         

        

    

      

         

   

      

          

  

      

 

       

       

  

House re jects nondiscr iminat ion amendment to 
Hous ing Act of 1ô4ô , H .R . 400ô , and re jects an 
amendment st r ik ing out publ ic hous ing ; the bi l l 
passes the House and i s sent to conference with the 
Senate . 

J U N E 3 0 , 1 ô 4 ô 
Senate Judic iary Committee reports out S .J . Res . 2 
and sends i t to the f loor of the Senate . 

J U L Y ó , 1 ô 4 ô 
The conference report for the Hous ing Act of 1ô4ô i s 
agreed to by both houses and sent to Pres ident 
Truman for his s ignature ; he s igns the bi l l into law on 
July 1ð . 

J U L Y 2 1 , 1 ô 4 ô 
House Judic iary Committee reports out H .J . Res . 2 
and sends i t to the House Rules Committee . 

J U L Y 2 ñ , 1 ô 4 ô 
House passes H .R . 31ôô and sends i t to the Senate ; 
the measure eventual ly wi l l get to the Senate Rules 
Committee , where i t wi l l die . 

J U L Y 2 ò , 1 ô 4 ô 
House defeats motion to recommit to conference 
the Mil i tary Hous ing Act of 1ô4ô because i t did not 
conta in a nonsegregat ion clause . 

A U G U S T 2 , 1 ô 4 ô 
House Educat ional and Labor Committee reports out 
H .R . 44ð3 , a compulsory FEPC bi l l and sends i t to the 
House Rules Committee . 

O C T O B E R 1 2 , 1 ô 4 ô 

Senate Judic iary Committee reports out H .R . 4ðñò 
without recommendat ion . 

O C T O B E R 1 ð , 1 ô 4 ô 

Committee , with inst ruct ions to report back by January 
2ð , 1ôð0 . 

J U N E 2 4 , 1 ô 4 ô 
H o u s e A d m i n i s t r a t i o n C o m m i t t e e r e p o r t s o u t 
N o r t o n A n t i P o l l T a x b i l l (H .R . 3 1 ô ô ) a n d s e n d s i t t o 
t h e f u l l H o u s e . 

J U N E 2 ô , 1 ô 4 ô 

S e n a t e r e c o m m i t s H .R . 4 ð ñ ò t o t h e J u d i c i a r y 



  

     

     

      

          

 

     

      

      

      

         

    

        

          

     

       

      

      

     

  

      

        

       

       

       

        

       

      

  

       

     

        

  

  

  

  

O C T O B E R 1 ò , 1 ô 4 ô 
S e n a t e L a b o r a n d P u b l i c W e l f a r e C o m m i t t e e 
r e p o r t s o u t S . 1 ò 2 ó w i t h o u t r e c o m m e n d a t i o n , 
s e n d i n g i t t o t h e f u l l S e n a t e . 

J A N U A R Y 2 ð , 1 ô ð 0 1 ô ð 0 
Senate passes S .J . Res . 2ð , a proposed const i tut ional 
amendment guaranteeing equal r ights for women . 
The House took no act ion on the measure . 

J A N U A R Y 2 ð , 1 ô ð 0 
Senate Judic iary Committee reports out a rev i sed 
vers ion of H .R . 4ðñò ; in a minor i ty report , Senators 
Har ley W . Ki lgore (D -W .Va . ) and Homer S . Ferguson 
(R -Mich . ) , along with Senator Frank P . Graham (D -

N .C . ) , attacked the changes made by the committee 
and submitted a subst i tute more in l ine with the 
House ’s vers ion of H .R . 4ðñò , des igned to l ibera l ize 
the Displaced Persons Act of 1ô4ó . 

F E B R U A R Y 1 , 1 ô ð 0 
Senate passes an amended S .J . Res . 2 and sends i t to 
the House . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 3 , 1 ô ð 0 
Supporters of H .R . 44ð3 , af ter severa l attempts to get 
i t out of the House Rules Committee , br ing i t to the 
House f loor under Calendar Wednesday procedures . 
A subst i tute amendment (H .R . ñó41 ) to H .R . 44ð3 , 
that prov ides for a voluntary FEPC without 
enforcement powers i s approved by the House , 
which subsequent ly passes the watered -down bi l l . 

F E B R U A R Y 2 ó , 1 ô ð 0 
Senate begins debate on H .R . 4ðñò . 

M A R C H 2 0 , 1 ô ð 0 
House Publ ic Lands Committee reports out H .R . 

2ôóó , prov id ing for a Res ident Commiss ioner (non -
vot ing congress ional representat ive ) for the U . S . 

Vi rg in I s lands and the measure i s sent to the House 
Rules Committee where i t dies . 



  

      

        

    

     

     

      

      

      

       

      

  

    

   

        

        

 

        

      

     

        

        

 

       

      

  

  

  

  

  

        

          

  

  

Senate Judic iary Committee reports out S . 231 1 and 
sends i t to the fu l l Senate . 

M A R C H 2 2 , 1 ô ð 0 
House re jects nondiscr iminat ion amendment to 
Hous ing Act of 1ôð0 . 

A P R I L ð , 1 ô ð 0 
After extens ive debate on proposed amendments to 
H .R . 4ðñò , Senate passes the Ki lgore -Ferguson 
subst i tute to the Displaced Persons Act and sends i t 
to the House for concurrence with H .R . 4ðñò (Apr i l 
1ôð0 report ) . 

M A Y 1 ô , 1 ô ð 0 
A Senate cloture vote that would have supported a 
motion to cons ider S . 1ò2ó (cal l ing for a compulsory 
FEPC ) , fa i l s . 

J U N E ñ , 1 ô ð 0 
Conference report on H .R . 4ðñò agreed to by Senate . 

J U N E ò , 1 ô ð 0 

M A R C H 2 0 , 1 ô ð 0 
R e p . J a c o b J a v i t s (R -N .Y . ) o b j e c t s t o u n a n i m o u s 
c o n s e n t f o r H o u s e c o n s i d e r a t i o n o f H .R . ò 1 ó ð , a b i l l 
p r o p o s i n g t o o p e n e x a m i n a t i o n s f o r 
a p p r e n t i c e s h i p s i n t h e B u r e a u o f E n g r a v i n g , 
D e p a r t m e n t o f T r e a s u r y t o m i l i t a r y v e t e r a n s 
t h r o u g h t h e U n i t e d S t a t e s , t h u s b l o c k i n g f u r t h e r 
c o n g r e s s i o n a l a c t i o n o n t h e b i l l ; t h i s m e a s u r e 
w o u l d h a v e d i s c r i m i n a t e d a g a i n s t b l a c k s w h o h a d 
b e e n s u c c e s s f u l i n f o r c i n g t h e B u r e a u o f E n g r a v i n g 
t o a d m i t t h e m t o a p p r e n t i c e e x a m i n a t i o n s (A p r i l 
1 ô ð 0 r e p o r t ) . 

M A R C H 2 1 , 1 ô ð 0 

H o u s e a g r e e s t o c o n f e r e n c e r e p o r t o n H .R . 4 ð ñ ò , a n d 
s e n d s i t o n t o P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n w h o s i g n s i t i n t o l a w 
o n J u n e 1 ñ . 



  
    

     

        

      

      

      

    

        

      

          

      

        

   

        

        

           

        

         

      

        

       

      

      

         

  

  

  

  

  

      

        

   

  

     

     

  

     

  

J U N E 2 1 , 1 ô ð 0 
H o u s e r e j e c t s n o n d i s c r i m i n a t i o n a n d n o n -
s e g r e g a t i o n a m e n d m e n t s t o t h e S e l e c t i v e S e r v i c e 
E x t e n s i o n A c t o f 1 ô ð 0 a f t e r R e p . C a r l V i n s o n (D -
G a . ) , c h a i r m a n o f t h e H o u s e A r m e d S e r v i c e s 
C o m m i t t e e s t a t e d t h a t p r o g r e s s w a s b e i n g m a d e 
u n d e r P r e s i d e n t T r u m a n ’ s 1 ô 4 ó e x e c u t i v e o r d e r t o 
b r e a k d o w n s e g r e g a t i o n b a r r i e r s . 
J U N E 2 1 , 1 ô ð 0 
Senate el iminates a prov is ion in the Select ive 
Serv ice Extens ion Act of 1ôð0 that would have given 
inductees and volunteers a choice of serv ing in 
rac ia l l y segregated units . I t also re jects an 
amendment that would have requi red segregat ion i f 
a major i ty of men f rom 3ñ states prefer red i t . 

J U L Y 1 2 , 1 ô ð 0 
A second cloture vote concerning S . 1ò2ó also fa i l s . 

J U L Y 1 ò , 1 ô ð 0 
House re jects a motion by Rep . Gossett to suspend 
the ru les of the House Rules Committee and br ing 
S .J . Res . 2 to the f loor of the House ; no fur ther act ion 
was taken on th is measure ; i t s counterpart , H .J . Res . 
2 , would not get out of the Rules Committee (ó /31 /ð0 
r e p o r t ) . 

A U G U S T 1 ò , 1 ô ð 0 
Senate Judic iary Committee reports out an amended 
vers ion of S . 403ò that inc luded prov is ions of other 
internal secur i ty measures inc luding S . 231 1 , the 
Mundt -Ferguson bi l l , and sent i t to the fu l l Senate . 

S E P T E M B E R ð , 1 ô ð 0 
S . 403ò reaches the Senate f loor . 

S E P T E M B E R 1 2 , 1 ô ð 0 

Senate passes S . 403ò . 

S E P T E M B E R 2 3 , 1 ô ð 0 
Senate and the House overr ide Pres ident Truman ’s 
veto of S . 403ò , the Internal Secur i ty (McCarran ) Act , 
and i t becomes law . 

D E C E M B E R 1 1 , 1 ô ð 0 
Senate tabled a nondiscr iminat ion amendment to 
the Rai lway Labor Act (S . 32ôð ) . 
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